9 r 2 Cs . 4 a 7 * * WIE" ow "Y Ds ö 3 1 * * "I Jes a ” 9 ** * 
* - - 8 4 x £274 a 
- ” * 9 * 
- Fe: b * * % - G 
— 
— 2 2 . 
LL . 


8 E R M 0 N 


PREACHED BEFORE 


HIS EXCELLENCY- 


JOHN JEFFERIES, EARL al 
LORD LIEUTENANT, PRESIDENT, 


AND THE 


3 « 


MEMBERS 
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:FOYt 


DISCOUNTENANCING VICE, AND PROMOTING THE 
{ach \ PRACTICE of VIRTUE AND RELIGION; 35S 


er PETE R CHURCH, 
ON TUESDAY 22d MAY, 1798, 


BY THE 


| RIGHT. REV. THOMAS LEW1S O'BEIRNE, P. pP. 


LORD BISHOP OF off _ - 


BU 3B LI: Ny 
PRINTED FOR WILLIAM WATSON AND so, 
PRINTERS TO THE ASSOCIATION, 
NO. 7, CAPEL-STREET. 


1798. 


At an Extraordinary Meeting of the AſDciation for diſtountenancing 
Vie and promoting the Practice of Virtue and Religion, held in 
St. Peter's Veſtry-Room, 249 May, 1 798. 


His Excellency the Lord Lives Preſident, in the Chair, 


; | 1 was Unanimonſly Reſolved, - 
3 on the motion of his Grace the Lord 8 "OY by 
- his Grace the Archbiſhop of * 


. That the Thanks of this Alociation be preſented to the 
Right Rev. THOMAS LEWIS, Loap Bis nor of Ossoxr, 
for his excellent Diſcourſe preached this Day before the 
Aſſociation; and that he he requeſted to publiſh the 


| Signed by Order, 


AMES MAXWELL, 
ta MATURIN af Secretaries. 


T 0 
HIS EXCELLENCY 
JOHN JEFFRIES, EARL CAMDEN, 


LORD LIEUTENANT GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR 
OF IRELAND, 


» e 
OF THE 1 


Afſociation for diſcountenancing Vice, and promoting 
the Practice of Religion and Virtue, 


* 

s E R NM ON 
Publiſhed by his „ Command, 
15 reſpectfully inſcribed 
By his Excellency's moſt devoted, 
And moſt obedient, 

Humble n, 
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NEuruian, Chap. xiii. Verle 1 17: 


is Then I contended with the Nobles of Fudab, and. 


&« ſaid unto "On What Evil is this that Je do ** 


Taz jewith 3 after a long and oppreſiive. 


bondage, were permitted by the Perſian kings to re- 


turn to their native land, and to rebuild their 3 and 


| temple, It could ſrarcely be ſuppoſed poſlible, that 
| under the immediate impreſſions of ſo fevere a cala- 


mity, followed by ſo ſignal a deliverance, a people, 


who, in all their calamities, were taught to look to 


the wrath, and in all their deliverances, to the re- 
turning mercies of their God, ſhould plunge at once 
| into the ſame enormities by which their guilty fore- 


fathers had brought ſo much evil upon themſelves 


and upon their city.— But it was in the character of 
this ſtif-necked people, to forget as well the mercies, 
3s the chaſtiſements of their God. In the very firſt . 


days of their reſtoration, they appear to have fallen 


into the ſame abufes and diſorders to which their pro- 


A phess 


=4 


6d, 


vhats had aſcribed their ſufferings and their captivity 
They were the ſame froward generation ; and it re. 
quired the ſame zeal in their teachers to reprove, and 
the ſame exertions in their rulers to reſtrain and 


' _ reclaim them. 


Among the moſt active aſſertors of religion and 
the laws at this remarkable period, was Nehemiah. 
Nehemiah was himſelf a captive ; but he had beers © 
advanced to, one of the higheſt offices in the Perſian 
court; and after having been chiefly inſtruments] 
under the divine Providence, in ſecuring to his na- 
tion a continuance of the royal favor and protection, 
he was at length deputed t to undertake its goverm. 


ment. ph, 


4 I a an narrative which he * left to poſterity, he 
mentions the diſorders into which the people were 
falling, and the means he employed to reclaim them. 
Although veſted with ſupreme authority, yet in 
the reform of the abuſes againſt which he contended, 
he foupht for aſſociates and aſſiſtants among the noble; 
and the prieſts, and miniſters of the temple, and the 
chief fathers of the people, who ſtill trembled at the con. 
mandment of God. With theſe he formed a ſolemn 
_ covenant, by which they reſpectively pledged them. 
ſelves to walk in God's laws, which were given by 

Miſes, to do all' the commandments of the Lord, and 
not to forſake the houſe of their God. He ſupported 


them i in all their exertions with the whole weight 
_ -, ..-* 5, i 1 1 


1 - 


and influence with which he was veſted, and ſanctiened 


the whole in an aſſembly of the people, at which he 
preſided, while Ezra the prieſt, bearing the law before 
the congregation, arraigned them for their tranſereſſions, 
and ſhewed them that becauſe 1 25 8 — we 


band before Cod. 


1 ĩs before a fimilar aſſociation, that I am this day 
to raiſe my feeble voice. It is by a ſimilar union of 
all that fear God, and wiſh the ſafety of the ſtate, 
that I am deputed to expoſtulate on the ovil that w 
doing in the land, 


lt is true that your league did not originate, like 
the covenant of Nehemiah, in the ſeat of power, or 
the councils of authority. Feeble in its commenee- 
ment, it ſcarce formed a hope that it could excite the 
- attention of an age, ruſhing precipitately into all the 


extremes of irreligion and immorality. Humble and 


few in numbers, like the firſt propagators of that re- 
ligion, the love of which glowed in their breaſts, its 
firſt members entered on the arduous work they had 
undertaken with trembling and deſponding ſteps. 
They were tempted to exclaim with the prophet, 
„ This is a rebellious people that will not hear the laws 
of the Lord: they ſay to the ſeers, ſee not, and to the 
prophets, prophecy not unto us right things, but pro- 
phecy unto us ſmooth things, prophecy deceit.”* Yet fee 
what their zeal, and their perſeverance have brought 

88 to 


. 

{ 
Þ 
n ) . 

1 
_ 

; 
—_— 
: 
j ! | 
0 8 
—_— 
1 | 

| 

it 
: | Þ 
_ 
#1 

h 


ey 
to paſs.—God, looking, we truſt, with favor on 
their undertaking, and deſigning to crown it, finally, 
with ſucceſs; added to their union daily acceſſions 
from among the numbers whom he had reſerved to 


himſelf, and who till trembled at the commandment of 


God. In his own time, and in the ordinary means 


of his providence, he ſecured to them the counte- 


nance and ſupport of the ſupreme authority of the 
land. In their chair, preſides this day, the repreſen. 
tative of majeſty. Animated with their own ſpirit, and 
full of their own zeal in the cauſe in which he has 
united with them, he employs the moſt effeQual 
means to diſcharge the high truſt with which he is 
veſted, by adding his powerful influence to a league 


formed for diſcountenancing vice, and promoting re- 


ligion and virtue; and the hearts of theſe good men 
muſt burn within them while they ſee him ſurround- 


ed by nobles and prelates, by legiſlators and magiſ- 


trates, and by all the dignity, the opulence, and the 
talents, that compoſe this ſplendid audience. 


This is a ſubject of our warmeſt congratulations on 


this fifth anniverſary of our inſtitution. You would 
not have excuſed me had I paſſed it unnoticed. It is 


caleulated at once to comfort us for the paſt, and 
to animate us for what i is yet to come. : 


But while we rejoice in the hn co of our 
Aſſociation, we naturally turn our thoughts to the 


great objects which we all had in view, when we 


preſſed 


. 


preſſed forward to entoll our names amongſt its mem- 
ders. While we ſurvey the ſtrength we can bring 


into the field, we naturally conſider the ſtate of the 


| warfare in which we engaged, when we joined” the 
ranks of thoſe ſoldiers of Chriſt, who were the firſt 
to ſtand in the breach, and oppoſe the impious hoſt 
that warred with heaven. Encouraged and ſup- 
ported, we can look our danger in the face. We can 
examine it under its moſt formidable appearances 
with a clear and ſteady eye. The more formidable we 
ſhall find it, with the greater unanimity, with the 
greater ſpirit and perfeverance ſhall we act together in 
oppoſing it; and the more ſtrenuous, ardent, and 
unremitting, ſhall be our efforts to "deſerve a conti- 
nuance of the divine aſſiſtance, and with that afliſt- 
ance to Rouge, 


| As it is probable that ſome of thoſe who compoſe 


the preſent audience may not underſtand the nature 
of your inſtitugon, or have adverted to the neceſſity 
that called for it, ſome preliminary detail i is eſſential, 
to which I beg their attention, 


In opening the difpenſation of returning mercy to 
man through the goſpel, it had pleaſed the divine Wiſ- 
dom to ſele& its inſtruments from amon g the poor, and 
men of low degree, To ſpeak in the language of 
_ ſcripture, it choſe the fooliſh things of the world to con- 
found the wiſe ; it employed baſe things, and things 


that were deſpiſed, and things that are not, that is, 


A 3 | that 
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V 
things overlooked and caſt afide, as if they were not 


in exiſtence, to bring to nought things that are; to ſi. 


lence the ſages of Greece through the fiſhermen of 
Galilee ; to confound the pride of ſcience, the arro- 
gance of wealth, and the faſtidiouſneſs of rank and 
ſtation, by the illiterate, the indigent, and the hum. 
ble; to put all principality, and power, and might, and 
dominion, under the feet of him who, in his life, wa: 


deſpiſed and rejected of men, and, in his death, a: 


numbered with the tranſgreſſors and malefattors. 


So willed the eternal Wiſdom, and ſo it was done. 
From the ſtable of Bethlehem, and the mountain of 
Calvary, the humble and obſcure propagators of the 


-Chriſtian faith iſſue forth, with aſſured and dauntleſs 


confidence, on their progreſs to that univerſal con- 


| queſt, which their divine Leader had promiſed, and 
Which they and their ſucceſſors have, through him, 


atchieved . Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
& goſpel ta eyery creature.” Thus boundleſs i is their \ 
commiſſion ; equally boundleſs i is their ſucceſs. The 


banner of the croſs waves oh the ſame ſtandard 


with the eagles of Rome. The haughty nations, who 
triumphed over thoſe enſigns of the miſtreſs of the 


World, bow in their turn to what had been -the 
object of her execration, and her inſtrument of 


infamy. They renounce their fierce and ſanguinary | 
gods at the ſhrine of the Prince of Peace. The boun- 
daries of the power they had ſubdued, form no bat- 


riers ta the Saunen conqueſts, A ray from the di- 
| vine 


4 
vine light illumines the track of diſcovery, and the 


goſpel prepares atonements to the new world for the 
miſeries entailed on it by European ambition, and 
European avarice. In every vation, and in every tribs, 
and wherever the footſteps of civilized man can be 
traced, is {till daily accompliſhing that ſplendid and 
ſoothing prophecy that predicted the fulneſs of 
time, when the earth ſhould be filled with the know- 
 deage of the Lord, as the waters cover the ſea, and all 


feſo ſhould fee . the glory of God. 


3 POR and in the center of the Chriſtian 
world,'a conſpiracy has been formed to undo this 
work of God, and to bring back the ſtate of things 
from which his blefſed Son had refcued the human 
race. It makes its boaſt of inverting the order of 
the divine Providence to defeat the divine purpoſes. 
In oppoſition to the ſcheme of the goſpel, it profeſſes 
to make the wiſdom of the Greeks triumph over the 
fookſhneſs of the goſpel ; and, inſtead of the influence 
of the divine truth, aſcending through the lower to 
the higher orders, it undertakes to proſelyte the 
people to the principles and the morals - of 23 
2 os the miniftry of the higher OY * 2 


This was s not altogertice the original 1 of the 
* firſt founder of this impious ſe&. The lower ranks 
of life, whether for or againſt him, be held in * 


# Voltaire. > 
con- 


e's) 


contempt. With a ſneer of impiety he was for bk 
ing them the religion that was made for them, and 
the maſter that roſe, and the apoſtles that were on 
* on ue _ 


The Ueber claſſes alone he recommended to the 
22 of his firſt diſciples and aſſociates. He had 
looked through thoſe claſſes in his own ſociety, with 
à piercing and diſcerning eye. He ſaw the advan. 
tages which their daily increaſing licentiouſneſs muſt 
give him over a religion, which they could profeſs 


2 only to be condemned by it. He felt that he could 


not advance a ſingle argument againſt its truths that 
would not be recommended by their paſſions, and 
enforced by their vices, and he therefore ſelected 
them for the firſt obj eas of his = nou experi, 


| ments. 


But the faccels of his labors ſoon opened a wider 


field to his execrable ambition; and he had early 
gained aſſociates *, who from their ſituation, and the 
habits of their youthful days, had been enabled to 


look more extenſively into the wilds and faſteneſſes of 
vice and immorality, and to acquire a more compe- 


tent knowledge of the reſources they could ſupply 
towards the univerſal reſtoration of impiety and irre- 
ligion. If the diflolute and licentious manners of 
the upper claſſes gave an eaſy conqueſt aver theix 


P D'Alem , who was 2 foundling, and Diderot, a man 


of — 3 birth. 


2 . 


r 


5 | 

faith, ſuperſtition with its kindred abuſes, preſented 
itſelf as another moſt powerful auxiliary to the new 
ſet, and offered them conqueſts of no greater dif- 
ficulty among the great maſs of the people. 


13 would be a waſte of time to enter into a de- 
tail of the abuſes which has been, for ages, creeping 
| into Chriſtianity, and of which the firſt miniſters of 
infidelity were thus invited to avail themſelves, in 
carrying on their hoſtilities againſt Chriſtianity it- | 
ſelf, The people with whom they had to do, knew 
| not how to diſtinguiſh between theſe abufes and the 
genuine doctrines and tenets of the goſpel ; and when 
once their - belief ſhould be, in any one part, ſha- 
ken, the whole fabric would be diſſolved, and they 
would be left without faith. They had depoſited 
their religion i in the hands of their teachers. If once 
their confidence in thoſe teachers were ſhaken, and 
they were led to ſuſpect or contemn their miniſtry, 
they would have other guides to ſeek. Their minds 
would be prepared for the reception. of every inno- 
vating ſpirit that might be abroad, diſſeminating 
opinions favourable to their paſſions, and ſeducing 
them by the removal of every reſtraint on their vi- 
{ cious and corrupt” inclinations. 
It was finder: theſe impreſſions that the firſt con- 
ſpirators againſt Chriſtianity proceeded, from their 
extenfive conqueſts among the higher ranks, to their 
attack on the very loweſt. Their * had 


made | 


( 10 ) 

made its way into the univerſities and academies, and 
all the ſeats of polite learning. All who could re. 
ceive a liberal education, had more or. leſs imbibed 
its pernicious ſpirit. Principles of Atheiſm and ha. 
bits of immorality became the faſhion. To eſtablih 
a character of being well bred, it was neceſſary to 
be as much aſhamed of being ſuſpected of religion, 
as in other days it would have been ſhameful to be 
ſuſpected of infidelity. The very women of the 
higher ranks had become adepts in the new ſchool, 
Ihis was a leading object with the conſpirators, 
They knew the influence which female manners ever 
mult have on a ſociety in any degree poliſhed ; and 
in no work of their's did they ſo much glory, as in 
that monſter of Chriſtian days a foals 58 70 
a female Atheiſt, 


Thus they ſecured to themſelves a general ſupport 
amongſt thoſe who moſt powerfully ſway the great 
body of the people, by their opinions, their influence, 
and their example. The next ſtep was to make the 
ſyſtem deſcend, and to accommodate it to the new 
objects of their atrocious zeal. What had ſucceeded 
in courts and palaces, and the habitations of gran- 
deur and wealth, was to be tried under every hum. 
bler roof. The education of academies was to be 
adapted to the village ſchool, The poiſon that in 
the higher ranks of literature had been concealed 
under learned compilations, philoſophical eſſays, 


metaphyſical diſquiſitions, and enquiries into the 
ſyſtem 


(. 

ſyſtem 12 laws of nature: or that had deen gild. 
ed over and made palatable in works of poliſhed - 

wit and refined humour, was in this humbler walk 
to be conveyed through the ſimple tale, the ruſtic 
jeſt, the ſeemingly artleſs narrative, or whateyer | 
other popular and familiar form promiſed moſt to 
attract and fix the attention of the unſuſpecting i in- 
mates of the farm, the ſhop or the . (lent 


But 3 form theſe Proteuſes of impiety af. 
ſumed, they uniformally accommodated their rudi- 
ments to all that was moſt mean, baſe, and vicious 
in degraded nature. Their care in compiling works 
of this tendency, could only be equalled by their in- 
defatigable zeal in difſeminating them among every 
claſs of the people. An aſſociation was formed for 
the expreſs purpoſe, and it was compoſed of the moſt | 
able and active of their miſſionaries. 


We owe 11 to the induſtry of a reſpeftabls fo- 
reigner, himſelf among the victims of this flagitious 
conſpiracy, that we are now perfectly acquainted with 
the formation of this aſſociation, with its principles, 
and the means it employed'to produce this extenſive 
_ miſchief. What was before to be conjettured from 
effects what was to be collected from the ſufferings 
of Europe is, by this writer, proved from the moſt 
authentic and impreſſive documents—from the hor- 
ror, the remorſe, the repentant confeſſion of perſons 


actively ee in the plan. Toh i; 
The 
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The object of this ſecret academy, as it was called, 
was to compoſe, print, and diſperſe popular writings 


_ againſt the doctrines and morals of Chriſtianity, 


'Theſe they transferred to the hawkers and venders of 
pamphlets, to be ſold at the loweſt prices; or they 


_ depoſited them in the country ſchools, and in the 
hands of maſters, choſen through the moſt ative 


intrigues, for the purpoſe of poiſoning the minds 
of the mechanics and peaſants, and infuſing into 
them principles ſubverſive of religion, morals, and 
all civil order. Under this ſyſtem, purſued for 2 
ſeries of years, the generation that had' received any 
tincture of religious education, became, by degrees, 
almoſt totally extindt. A new race. was formed, and 


trained in the contempt of every thing that had guided 


or reſtrained the ages before them; and thus were 
nurtured and diſciplined thoſe ferocious and ſangui- 
nary, bands that have deſolated the fineſt portions 


of Chriſtendom, and ſpread ſuch miſery among the 


works of * 


What a new light does this diſcovery throw on 
your inſtitution? How concluſively does it evince 
to thoſe who have been, hitherto, blind to their 
danger, not only the neceſſity of ſuch an aſſociation 


as you have formed, but alſo the wiſdom of ſuch 2 


plan as you have purſued? You ſearched for the re- 
medy in the nature of the diſorder. Where the 
poiſon chiefly operated, you adminiſtered the anti- 
dote. You no ſooner perceived that the evil had 

| dote. 


Qt 38.) 
approached your own. ſhores, and that the agents of 
| thoſe who had turned the world upfide down had 


come hither alſo, and that they were indefatigably em- 
ployed in ſpreading their pernicious opinions among, 


every claſs of our people, by the ſame means and. 
through the ſame channels as in the mother coun- 
try of infidelity and anarchy,, than you reſolved. ta 
counteract them * the ſame channels. 


1 will not ſay that bg e . of the 
higher ranks of life, or that it altogether truſted for 
their correction to the effects of the vices which 
they too generally indulged, or the conſequences of 
the contempt of religion, and all its ordinances, which 
they too generally diſcovered. _ The divine Juſtice. 
was, elſewhere, executing ſevere retribution on that 
claſs of men. The evil they had principally contri- 
buted to produce, was pouring down its chief plagues. 
upon their heads. From being the inſtruments of 
infidelity they had become its victims; and the peo- 
ple corrupted. by their example, and debauched by. 
their influence had, in the uſual progreſs of ſin, 
turned upon their tempters, and puniſhed them by . 
the very diſorders into which they had been ſeduced. 


by them. 


With us the miſchief was but beginning, and our 
higher ranks had the example of thoſe unhappy ſuf- . 
ferers to warn and to inſtru them. The progreſs 
of their ruin had been brought diſtinctiy, and in 


all 


64 5 


all its 3 under their eye; and to avoid their fa 
it was only requiſite to reverſe the ſyſtem that had 
ended in their deſtruction. They ſaw that a viciou 
gentry neceffarily produces a vicious people, The 
leſſon was obvious. 


FF 0 lower claſſes became an immediate objed 
of your care. The plague had already appeared to 
have made a deſtructive progreſs amongſt them, and 
was diſcovering itſelf under every form of licentiouſneſ 
and outrage. The ſpecific means you employed to 
prevent the ſpreading of the infection; the diſſemi. 
nation of the holy ſcriptures, and the continued 
ſtream of religious inſtruction which you poured 
into the cottages of the poor, and the ſchools of the 
trading mechanic, and labouring youth; your im. 
provements on that plain and ſimple mode of engraft. 
ing Chriſtian knowledge on the young and tender 
mind by catechetical inſtruction, that had proved ſo 
effectual, as well in the primitive days of the church, 


as ſince its happy reformation in theſe countries; 


the public examinations, which through your re. 
commendation have been eſtabliſhed throughout the 
capital, and the premiums you provided to be dil 
tributed among the children who, diſcovered the 
greateſt. proficiency ; your unceaſing care to diſtri- 
bute through every part of the kingdom, tracts of 
the plaineſt and moſt popular forms, containing ſome 
practical diſplay of the ſpirit you laboured to diffuſe, 
afid ſome example of the happy _—_ of the doc- 
f trines 
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trines you were anxious to enforce ;—theſe your me- 
ritorious and judicious labours, and whatever elſe is 
connected with that branch of your inſtitution that 
regards the inſtruction of the public mind in the 
principles and morals of Chriſtianity, have been 
ably and fully detailed on former occaſions, and will 


be in a few days ſubmitted to the public“. I ſhall 


only obſerve from this place, that if your funds had 
been equal to the zeal of the different committees 


employed in theſe works of charity, and if the co- 


operation of the agents eſſential to the ſucceſs of ſuch 
a plan, had been as general as the neceſſity that 
calls for it, there is every reaſon to think, that the 
happy fruits of your exertions would have been more 
obvious to the public eye, than we can now boaſt them 
to be. Much, however, has been done; and we truſt, 
from the encreaſe of your numbers, and from a new 
infuſion of zeal, you will be enabled effeQually to im- 


prove this moſt important branch of your inſtitution. 


Many things contribute to encourage this hope, 
even beyond what you conceived on the firſt dawning 


of your ſucceſs. New dangers, as they riſe, call forth 


new exertions. The moſt inattentive and indolent 
will rouſe themſelves when they open their eyes to the 
perils that immediately menace them. While the hor- 
nble conſpiracy, that is now revealed, was forming in 


the very heart of the Chriſtian ſtates, thoſe amongſt us 


who retained their Chriſtian principles, however they 


— 2 See the account printed at tho end of this Sermon. 
| | violated 
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violated them in practice, reſted in ſecurity. They 
poſſeſſed the religion which they had inherited from 
their fathers, and they entertained no doubt but that 
they ſhould tranſmit it as a legacy of benediction to 
their lateſt poſterity. They perceived no proofs of 
a' ſyſtematic plan to ſubvert it; and when they heard 
of the exiſtence of ſuch a plan from others, they 
either diſbelieved the fact, or they thought it of no 
import to the ſociety to which they belonged. They 


faw no danger but in the affected fears of an inte. 


reſted clergy, or the heated imaginations of a few 
lay fanatics, whoſe alarms only provoked wit, and 
whoſe expoſtulations only excited ridicule. 


The conſpiracy is now unfolded to them in all 
its terrors. They are convinced of its reality from 
proofs, that require no other marks of their authen- 
ticity, than the baneful effects of which they are 
themſelves witneſſes. They ſee it burſt from the 


concealment in which it diſguiſed its firſt plottings 


and machinations, and walking abroad in the face 


of day. They ſee it in the very heart of their own | 


country, nurſed in diſcontent, and matured into re- 


bellion. They ſee it caſt away all reſtraints of con- 
ſcience and religion, all ſcruples and all remorſe, 
and range through every part of the land with per- 


jury and robbery, and murder and aſſaſſination in 
its train. The ſame facilities and encouragements 


from which the firſt apoſtles of Atheiſm and anar- 


chy deriv red ſuch N in eſtabliſhing, their 
: fyftem 


„„ 
ſyſtem in their own ſociety, they ſee equally ope- 
rating i in favour of their diſciples in this devoted 
land. The ſame contempt for religion advancing with 
| rapid ſtrides to open arid avowed infidelity ; the 
ſame ſuperſtition in which all the vices that are moſt 
congenial to infidelity, and that have the moſt natu- 
| tural tendency to coaleſce and incorporate with it, 
neſtle and engender themſelves; What then . re« 
mains? Is it not for our lives that theſe, the two moſt 
deſtructive ſcourges of the human race, ſhould be re- 
ſiſted by an union and concord, and co-operation, 
equal, at leaſt, in zeal, energy and extent, to the 
| horrid conſpiracy that has armed them once more 
againſt the peace of the world? Should not the mi- 
ſeries we have already ſuffered from their portentous 
alliance, and the ruin that infallibly awaits us from 
their final ſucceſs, rouſe all deſcriptions of perſons, 
| Chriſtians of all ſects and all denominations, to unite 
vith you in preſerving what may yet remain un- . 
tainted in the community, to God and to their 
country ? 

In what I have hitherto ſubmitted to you, I have 
conſidered thoſe parts of your inſtitution that pro- 
vide for the diſſeminating of the principles of the 
Chriſtian religion, and of Chriſtian morality, and for 
the education of the riſing generation. The next great 
evil on which I am appointed to contend this day, and 
againſt which you have aſſociated, is the profanation 
and abuſe of the ſabbath, ending in other countries 
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in the entire abolition of the ordinance, ou threat. 


* this. 


of all the abuſes peculiar to ourday; I will not 
heſitate to claſs this amongſt the moſt dangerous 
and fatal; for I know of none that is ſo general 


and obſtinate. The wiſdom of the legiſlature en- 


forces the injunctions of religion. The magiſtrate 
by coercion and puniſhment, and the miniſters of 
the goſpel by exhortation, by admonition, by re. 
proof, are enjoined to ſecure the regular obſer. 
vance of the Lord's day; but neither law nor rel. 
gion are effeQtual againſt the general degeneracy, 
An open and ſcandalous negle& of the public ſervice, 
and an unbluſhing violation of every other ordinance 
_ enjoined on the ſabbath, has become the characteri. 
tic reproach of our days. To deſpiſe and ſet them 
at nought is the creed of the infidel, and the prac- 
tice of the nominal believer. We leave it to theſe 
two deſcriptions of perſons, to aſcertain between: 
themſelves their reſpective proportions of guilt ; but 
to their guilt I am bold, in a very great meaſure, to 
aſcribe as well that contempt for every thing connec. 
ed with religion, and that diſſoluteneſs and licen- 
| tiouſneſs of manners, that diſtinguiſh our higher 
claſſes from thoſe of former days, as that pronenels 
to diſorder, riot, and inſubordination, that arms the 
lower claſſes againſt the peace and proſperity of the 
land. 


if 
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41 I had neither the word of God, nor the natute 
vf the ordinance to warrant theſe aſſertions, I have 
the living example, the actual experience of our own 
days, to prove both the happy effects of a ſtrict at- 
tention to the duties and the ordinances of this day; 
and of the fatal conſequence of the negle& of them. 


There never has been a Chriſtian people; among 
whom the reſt of the ſabbath has been better under- 
ſtood, nor the obſervance of it, with all its ordi- 
nances, more regular, ſteady and uniform, than the 
wed of England, from the period of the reforma- 

From the very firſt days of that auſpicious 
e we can diſcover the public ſolicitude on this 
important point. It arreſted the attention both of 
king and parliament ; and various regulations, form- 
ed in the true ſpirit of Chriſtian piety, and all tend- 
ing to ſecure the great objects for which the Lord's 
day was ſet apart, adorned their ſtatute books. The 
ſpirit that influenced theſe original reſtorers of true 
religion, outlived every ſubſequent tevolution in the 
ſtate: The impreſſion it left on the public mind, 
ſunk deep and durable into the national character; 
and even to this day it is among the peculiarities that 
diſtinguiſh that nation, and that attract the attention 
of ſtrangers who viſit them. 


I do not peak altogether of the capital. In all 
places of ſuch promiſcuous, fluctuating, and bound- 
leſs reſort, the national character is often loſt in a 
conflux and mixture of whatever is imported from 
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abroad moſt vicious and corrupt, or is moſt degene- 
rate and unnatural of domeſtic production. I do 
not even ſpeak of thoſe places of extenſive manufac. 
-ture and commerce, to which moſt of theſe obſerya. 


tions may, in their degree, be applied; and ſtill leſs 


do I ſpeak of thoſe particular circles, in which the 
adoption of foreign manners and cuſtoms, changing 
With every tide, leaves no trace of the original, indi. 
genous diſpoſition, and where an equal indulgence 
in every deſcription of profaneneſs and vice levels 
all diſtinction, as well in rank and ſituation, as in 
manners. What I ſpeak of is that body of the peo- 
ple, ſpread over the country, that has leaſt admitted 
thoſe intermixtures that change the feature and com- 
plexion of the original race—That aggregate, in 
which alone we are to look for the peculiar and cha- 
racteriſtic marks that diſtinguiſh one nation from 
another. It is among them, I contend, that, in Eng- 
land, the decent and orderly manner in which they 


devote the ſabbath to its original purpoſes, forms 


the moſt ſtriking contraſt with all the nations around 
them. In ſome inſtances, it will not be denied, the 
ſabbath is even there profaned. Avarice, and a 
thirſt of gain, will, even there, ſometimes break 
through the reſtraints of law and religion. The 
_thoughtleſs, the volatile, and the vicious, among the 
wealthier and higher claſſes, and the deſperately pro- 
fligate among the lower will, even there, on ſome 
occaſions, and in ſome places, engage in amuſements 
or purſuits inconſiſtent with the ſolemnity of the feſ- 
tival, and deſtructive of its ſpirit and tendency. 

Ep But 


+ "I © 4 i AY IT. S S an” 


6 „ } 
But the impreſſion which ſuch examples produce on 
the general feeling, ſerve only to confirm the general 
character, and ſecure to this people their national boaſt. 


It is for this, among other cauſes, that' one of 
the moſt devout and diſtinguiſhed prelates of their 
church aſſerts, that the Engliſh people are naturally 
religious. Naturally religious they continue to this 
day; and it is in this great ground work of their 
character that we are, principally, to ſearch for thoſe 
deep rooted principles, that ſtubborn conviction, that 
firm and unſhaken mind, that have ſor ſucceſsfully 
refiſted the torrent of impiety and anarchy, that, for 
ſo many years paſt, has been overwhelming the na- 
tions around them, and threatening the deſtruction 
of the religion of their fathers, and of the laws 
framed in its ſpirit, Proſelytes to that irreligion, and 
deſerters to that anarchy have, indeed, appeared 
amongſt them. They have not been without ſome 
experience of the attempts of daring incendiaries, to 
introduce among them the crimes and the horrors, 
which have terrified the whole religious and civilized 
world, But theſe attempts have only ſerved to awae 
ken the general ſpirit, to manifeſt the general diſpo- 
htion, and to exhibit the great bulk of the nation 
riſing with the ſtrength of a giant, in defence of the 
general intereſts of Chriſtianity, and of all ſocial 
order throughout the earth. Struggling with diffi- 
culties, which they alone are equal to, they have, 
with very few exceptions, maintained within them- 
ſelves that peace and that order which peculiarly be- 
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lopg to a Chriſtian people; and from the overflowing 
of their commerce, and the exuberance of their in. 
duſtry, they drew the means of enabling other na- 
tions to check the deſtructive progreſs of the diſtur- 
bers of the world, until it has pleaſed God to inter. 
fere in his over ruling councils, before which we 
muſt bend with trembling ſubmiſſion, and to leave 
them to carry on the awful conteſt, ſupported Wy | 
by their reliance on him: 


1f from the e en of this n we tury 
gur eyes to another nation, we ſhall be ſtruck with 
the moſt marked contraſt, elucidating the preſent 
ſubject of our enquiry, that the hiſtory of mankind 
can exhibit. An open contempt for the religion 
of Jeſus Chriſt, its miniſters, and its ordinances, had 
long diſtinguiſhed the higher orders in France. This 
contempt was in nothing more conſpicuous, than in 
their profanation of the ſabbath day, They held it 
not enough to devote it to the fame round of plea. 
ſure and amuſements which occupied the week. 
They ſelected it for the moſt complete deſecration; 
for the more immediate ſervice of diſſipation, luxury, 
and revelling. The moſt ſplendid aſſemblies, the 
moſt crouded theatres, the moſt ſumptuous enter- 
tertainments, diſtinguiſhed every return of the day. 
This was the etiquette of the court; this was the 
faſhion with all who had any ow, to rank, or 
place or diſtinction; and the example was but too 
faithfully copied by every inferior claſs, From a ſer- 


„ 


vice of a few moments, run over in an unknown 
language, or from a theatrical diſplay of pompous 
ceremonies, without edification or inſtruction, they 
proceeded to the dance, to the looſe and wanton in- 
tercourle, to the drunken rout. Every ſtreet and 
every village was filled with noiſe, with ſong, 5 
intemperance. Inſtead of a Chriſtian feſtival, 

ſtranger would ſuppoſe himſelf engaged amidſt Pi 
orgies of the antient deities of revelling and debauch+ 
ery, Placed in its faireſt and leaſt diſguſting light, it 
was that ſcene of miſmanaged merriment?* deſcrib- 
ed by our ſublime and pious poet, when in the Pa- 
gan ritual, * the pipe and flute, and wanton dance“ 
were the offerings of thankſgiving for the bounty of 
heayen, and the feſtival conſecrated to the Deity was 


| diſtinguiſhed by the encreaſed diſſoluteneſs of his 


worſhippers, Such were the ſcenes which the whole 
kingdom exhibited on the ſabbath day, evidently. 
prognoſticating that ſtate of national Atheiſm and in- 
fidelity, to which they almoſt inſtantly paſſed ; and 
preparing them, by an eaſy tranſition, for the accep- 
tance of thoſe Heathen doctrines, and the celebra- 
tion of thoſe Pagan rights, which their law-givers and | 
leaders ſoon preſcribed to them. | 


Would to. God I could and no other contraſt to 
the Engliſh ſabbath than this, which I have too faith- 
fully deſcribed. But you, each of you, feel that 
within your own breaſt, that ſadly and deſpondingly 
anticipates all I can have to add. For to which of 

you 
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you can it be a doubt, that in chen picture, 
ſo diſguſting to the eye of every Chriſtian, I have 


not traced an outline too 9 reſembling the 
ſabbaths of this land. 


| Where there might be a difference in finiſhing that 
part of the piece that takes i in the lower orders, [ 
fear it would not be much in our favour. I fear it 


would require much blacker colouring to paint the 
ſabbathical occupations of that claſs amongſt us, and 


the effects of their ſabbathical revelling and intoxica- 
tion, than of that gay and volatile people, before they 


came, laterly, to throw off every ſenſe of humanity 


as well as religion. Would you puſh this melan- 
choly ſubje& further ? Would you look to that peo. 
ple, even in their preſent unexampled degeneracy? 
Will you find, even there, no reſemblance? What 
are thoſe aſſociations for treafon and rebellion ? for 
plunder and rapine ! ? for aſſaſſination and maſſa- 
cre? Is this no reſemblance ? Has not the ſabbath | 
been the day devoted, as if by preference to theſe | 
atrocities, and to the conſpiracies i in which they ort- 
ginated? and has not the repoſe which the Au- 
thor of our being ſtipulated in kindneſs and mercy 
for man, been deſecrated to the perpetration of the 


moſt horrid deeds that ever diſgraced humanity ? 1 


| What can we, your paſtors and teachers, do to ſtop 
this evil ? Where it moſt univerſally prevails is with- 
out the pale of our miniſtry. The energy of govern: 
ment, 
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4 and the rod of the law may reach it ; but the | 


yoice of the miniſters of your church cannot. If the 
magiſtrate be negligent, or the executive power in- 
different to it, we may lament, but we cannot re- 
dreſs. It is not open to us to ſupply their place 
among the great bulk of the people, even by exhor - 
tation. This lies with the clergy of other denomina- 
tions, by whom we are ſurrounded. To aceuſe them 
ol negleRting ſo facred a point of their duty might be 


an injuſtice; for if want of fucceſs were a proof of 


that neglect, how forcibly might the accuſation be 


retorted on ourſelves ?—In' one particular they are . 
certainly more ſucceſsful than it is in our power to 
boaſt, Their places of devotion are at ſome period | 
of the day reſorted to by all who join in their com- 
munion. This, it will be ſaid, is the effect of ſuper- 


ſition, denouncing the puniſhment of damnation 
againſt all who abſent themſelves from what is called 


the ſacrifice of the maſs. But what is this but to ac- 


knowledge, that the voice of ſuperſtition is more 


powerful with its votaries, than all the injunctions of 


our pure and reformed church, urging and inculcat- 


ing the commandments of God to thoſe who take 


a pride in being members jor that church. 


Well, indeed, might they take pride in this. It is a 
proud diſtinction. It is approaching nearer that ſub. 
lime and perfect form of religion contained in the goſ- 
pel, and profeſſed by the primitive diſciples of Chriſt, 
than | is elſewhere to be found in the Chriſtian world. 

But 
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But to take a pride in the name, to be ready to 


ſpill their blood for the diſtinction, and yet to yield 
to no one impulſe of the ſpirit it breathes, and yet 
to neglect and appear to contemn every duty and 
every ordinance it preſcribes, is among not the leaſt 
ſtriking paradoxes of theſe ſtrange days. 


They boaſt of it as of the religion of their forefa. 
thers; let them look back to their days. Let thoſe who 
have received the tradition of their charaQers and their 
cuſtoms, compare the preſent ſtate of our reformed 
church throughout the kingdom, with what it was in 
thoſe times. In what part of it are we now to look for 
that regular obſervance of the ſabbath, and that re. 
gular attendance on the ſervice of God, to which 
the higher claſſes of the Proteſtants led the way, and 
the lower followed. In what church, out of the pre- 
eincts of the ſeat of government, are we now to look 


for the members of the great conſtituted authorities 


and eſtabliſhments of the ſtate? for thoſe who mix in 


his Majeſty's councils ? for the nobles and high com- 


moners, the framers of our laws? for the great and 
dignified judges, the diſpenſers and interpreters of 
thoſe laws? or the learned practitioners, from whoſe 
benches theſe venerable perſonages are ſelected! 


| Where are we to look for thoſe wiſe and revered ma- 


giſtrates, who, while they took care to prevent the 


profanation of the ſabbath in their reſpective diſtricts, 


regularly filled the ſeats, which the pious munificence 


* thoſe days ſeparated and Wee for their 
recep- 


( 

eception; who made it a conſcience to ſet an ex. 
ample of obedience to the Jaws which i it was their 
particular province to enforce, and in the habits of 
their office exhibited the enſigns of their authority 
in the houſe of the Sovereign Judge of mankind, 
while, with the great body of the people, they proſ- 
trated themſelves before his throne, to implore the 
aſſiſtance of his grace in © executing juſtice and main- 
taining | truth ?” All theſe, the natural ſupporters of 
religion, would, in the days of your anceſtors, have 
thought it a ſhameful dereliction of their poſt, and 
a high breach of their duty and allegiance, to have 
abſented themſelves from the great congregation. of 
the faithful. The fame might be ſaid in general of 
all who poſſeſſed rank, or wealth, or conſequence, 
and-who owed example. But where is the miniſter 
of God now to look for them? In vain will he ex- 
plore the deſerted aiſles and empty benches of our 
churches, Old and young, they are all engaged in 
far different purſuits, With the great apoſtle. of in- 
fidelity they leave us, and our miniſtry, and our 
ordinances, and our exhartations, to thoſe for whom 
our religion was made ; or they content themſelves, 
like they money maker in the fatiriſt, with deputing 
the female part of their families for that ſervice, 28 
if to offer to God the inſult of a vicarious homage; 5 
or as if our religion was * made for our Youngs: 


C7 Rn the infide of our 3 we direct our 


eyes without doors, what mortifying ſpectacles {till 
preſent 


acting in contempt of every law, divine and human, 


n 
preſent themſelves to us. We ſee the higher claſſes 


which, even in a worldly light, they are chiefly in. 


. tereſted to have duly obſerved. We ſee them run. 


ning the ſame round of diſſipation and amuſement 
to which they devoted the week; not allowing them, 
ſelves, as a zealous prelate of our church expreſſes 
it, even one day's reſt from the fatigues of pleaſure, 
We ſee the ſame diſplay of levity, and vanity, and 


8 parade in our ſtreets; and i in our houſes the ſame 


coſtly and ſumptuous entertainments; the ſame dull, 


lſtleſs, inſipid circles, plodding round a card table; 


or the ſame giddy, volatile, diſſipated crowds of both 
ſexes, that are inceſſantly toiling to get rid of them 
felves, and inceſſantly in chaſe of that amuſement 
that as aer Ny from them, 


How is it among the trading dates, and all who 


live by their traffick ? Do they profit either of the 
repoſe or the leiſure of the ſabbath, for any of the 


purpoſes for which it was deſigned ? Do they avail 
themſelves of that ſolitary opportunity for inſtruc: 
tion, or for the more immediate attention to the 
claims of religion, which their ſtate may allow them? 
No. They convert it into a day of extraordinary 


_ exertion: They take the advantage of the aſſem- 


bling together of the lower orders to ſwell their gain, 


They profit of their little wants to encreaſe the price 


they extort from them. They tempt them with 


whatever can corrupt their morals, or deſtroy their 
health; 
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health ; and turn the purlieus of every houſe: of 
prayer into a market, a ſhamble, or a drinking 
houſe. 


What ſtreet or what road is not obſtructed with 
their wares and their merchandize? Where can the 
eye of a Chriſtian fall, without ſeeing crowds of 
thoſe unfeeling wretches, who ſtand between the 
| goodneſs of God and his creatures, and deny the 

poor animals by whole ſervices they live, the reſt 
which their Maker had ſtipulated for them, by the 
merciful. ordinance that ſecured to them alſo the re- 


| poſe of the ſabbath ? 


As one of the beneficent objects of the ſtated re- 
poſe of this day, was to provide for the eaſe and re- 
frehment of the labouring clafſes, and thoſe who 
live chiefly by the ſweat of their brow, it might be 
expected that they, at leaſt, would gladly and thank- 
fully turn to profit the kindneſs of their heavenly 
Benefactor. No; they would think the miſeries, of 
which they complain, aggravated, if they alſo did not 
joinin the general profanation. They exhibit the abuſe 
in its moſt diſguſting forms. If they reſt on the 
ſabbath, it is a reſt from honeſt induſtry and uſeful 
occupation, that they may labor in every work of 
ſin and immorality. Inſtead of recruiting, they ex- 
hauſt their ſtrength. They waſte the wretched pit- 
tance acquired by the ſweat of their brow during 
| | the 
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the week, in drunkenneſs and debauchery, and foi 
the ſeeds of diſeaſe and premature debility in their 
conſtitutions, by ſwiniſh intemperance; They fil 
the ſtreets with riot, and their own wretched cabbin; 
with all that can deſtroy domeſtic peace and quiet 
In ſhort, they either practice, or fit themſelves for the 
practice of all the exceſſes, againſt which the rigor 
of the law, and the ſtrong hand of power, now he: 
come, from neceſſity, doubly ſtrong, are inadequate 
to protect our ſociety: 


Is this deſcriptioii exaggerated ? I will boldly 
carry my appeal to the conviction and experience 
of every one who hears me; and aſk him if ſuch 
be not the ſcenes exhibited in every ſtreet; at every 
ſign poſt, wherever the young and the old meet 
together on the ſabbath; corrupting and corrupt 
ed? Shall not the land tremble for this? Is it po: 
ſible ? Is it conſiſtent with the juſtice of God, and 
his all-ruling providence, that ſuch a people ſhould 
long eſcape his puniſhments ?-Shall we be ſurpnif 
ed if it ſhall be as with the mean man, ſo with the 
great man? If the contagion extends to all ranks 
and conditions; and if, -ſeduced by the example 
of the higher orders, and imitating and adopting 
their neglect and contempt of the moſt ſacred ordi: 
-nances of our religion, which will neceſſarily lead them 
to licentious ignorance and vicious povetty, the com- 
mon people ſhould proceed to throw off all reſtraints; 


and to break out into all thoſe exceſſes that deſolate 
other 


- „ 
other lands, N immoral, and untverally ; 
irreligious®. 


To whom ſhall I ſpeak and give warning, that they 
may hear ? ſays the prophet Jeremiah, lamenting a 
ſimilar infatuation among the people he was labouring 
to reclaim, Who is the wiſe man that may underſtand 
this? and who is he to whom the mouth of God hath 
ſpoken, that he may declare for what the land periſh- 
eth? You have ſpoken, my brethren of the Aſſocia- 
tion; you have raiſed your voice again and again. 
You have warned, as from the mouth of God, all who 
ought to be wiſe and under/tand for what it is the 
land periſheth. Like Nehemiah, you have contended 
with the nobles and rulers, and ſaid unto them, What 
evil is this that ye do, and profane the ſabbath day? In 
the very firſt days of your inſtitution, you made a ſo- 
lemn appeal to the magiſtrates to interfere with their 
authority—you made a ſolemn appeal to the miniſ- 
ters of the goſpel, to co-operate with their exhor- 
tations, and to the people to open their eyes to 
their own intereſts, and to conſult their own com- 
fort and happineſs. But alas! of our blindneſs and 
our infatuation ! the infatiable thirſt of gain, and the 
ſhameleſs front of diſſipation and profligacy, and the 
daring and diſguſting cravings of debauchery and 
en and the apathy, the liſtleſsneſs, the 


Alas! within how very few hours did we ſee all this come 
to * | 
cold 
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cold and torpid indifference of mere profeſſional 
Chriſtianity, defeated all your efforts with reaſon 
and religion, and the laws of the land and the or: 
dinances of God to enforce them. Still, and on the 
very brink of deſtruction, the faſhionable world 
pleads its own rules, its own cuſtoms, its own pri. 
vileges, as ſetting them above the remonſtrances and 
exhortations of their clergy. Still the miſerable 
tradeſman, unmindful of all dependance on the fo: 
vereign Diſpoſer of all things for his ſucceſs in life, 
pleads his avarice and luſt of gain, in oppoſition to the 
Divine command. Even drunkenneſs and intempe: 
rance find their charitable and humane advocates; 
We are ſtunned with hearing of the neceſlity of alloy: 
ing the lower claſſes to indulge themſelves, as it is term- 
ed, one day out of ſeven: to indulge themſelves in de- 


ſtroyingtheirhealth,in robbing and impoveriſhing their 


_ families, in endangering the public ſafety and peace: 


But you have not been diſpirited, nor caſt down, 


You have not relinquiſhed the cauſe in deſpair. Within 
theſe very few days you have called forth all the ta- 
lents, all the zeal, all the piety, all the fervor you poſ- 
ſeſs, to make one general effort more to contend with 


the nation, that we may put away this evil thing from 


among us: Vou have appealed to the Chief authority, 
againſt-thoſe parts of the abuſe which the interference 


of authority can alone correct. The hopes you are 


warranted to conceive from that appeal, and the 


grounds of thoſe — I am deterred by this pre- 
7 ſence 
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ſence from expreſſing. But, with you, I can exult 
in them. With you I can rejoice in the proſpect, 
that our religious feelings will be no longer wounded 
by ſeeing the magiſtrates overlook and tolerate, the 
ſcandalous infringement of thoſe laws, which they 
bound themſelves by oath to ſupport. That the 
proclamations of the chief city magiſtrate, laudably | 
co-operating with your zeal, will no longer be ſuf- 
fered by thoſe whoſe duty it is to ſee them executed, 
to remain as waſte paper, filling the column of a 
news-letter, but never emptying the ſtreets of the 
nuiſances they point out for puniſhment and correc- 
tion. That thoſe receptacles of drunkenneſs, intem- 
| perance, and lewdneſs, to which we can trace ſo 

much of the crimes and enormities that ſhake the 
| ſtate, and endanger the quiet and the ſafety of the 

ptivate circle, ſhall no longer be ſuffered to throw 
open their peſtilential doors on the ſabbath, the day 
on which they are moſt greedy for els prey, either 
to thoſe who practice, or to thoſe who invite tempta- 
tion. That the ears of the pious and devout ſhall 
no longer be ſtunned, nor the voice of the miniſter 
| of the goſpel be drowned by the din of arms, or the 
noiſy array of military bands, parading your ſtreets 
in the very hour of divine ſervice, as if in mockery 
of the cauſe for which they took up arms. That in 
the awful progrels « of the high court of juſtice through 


the land, (O God, that this ſhould be amongſt the 


evils againſt which we are to contend! the ordi- 
nances of religion Thall no longer be publicly tram- 
* pled | 
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5 pied on, by men E bear the tremendous commi. 
fion of deciding on the lives of God's creatures; 
and that the example of deſpiſing the laws, ſhall no 
longer be ſet by thoſe who are appointed to inter. 
pret, diſpenſe, and aſſert them.—Theſe are abuſes, 
melancholy to think ! that are too powerful for any 
thing but the hand of authority ; and to that you 
have aſſigned them with every hope of ſucceſs. 


From the heads of the clergy, and the whole body 
of the officiating members of the eſtabliſhed church, 
you naturally anticipated the moſt zealous and ear. 
neſt exertions. Although not all received member, 
of your -union, they muſt neceſſarily be your fell 
| labourers in Chriſt. They have the ſame love; they 
muſt be of one accord and. one mind with you. Through 
them, therefore, as through the natural channe, 
you wiſhed to communicate with the body of the peo- 
ple, and the means you have adopted can ſcarce fi 
of ſucceſs. By ſuggeſting a ſettled plan of proceeding 
to each of them individually, under the authority of 
their biſhop, and to be by them Propoſed to their 
reſpective flocks, you have the ſureſt proſpect of ex. 
tending the circle of your pious zeal, at one and 
the ſame moment, over the whole face of the king. 
dom. You animate the exertions of the clergy, by 
ſhewing them the authority by which they are ex- 
horted to a&, and the ſupport on which they call 
rely ; and ſuch. of them as might deſpair of ther 
ſingle efforts, will look forward to a well-grounded 

hope 
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hope of ſucceſs, from the general combination in 
which he is invited to take his part. 


Nor are you without your encouragements from 
the higher claſſes of the community, whom you have 
ſo eloquently and ſo forcibly addreſſed on this moſt 
important ſubject. The perverſeneſs and obſtinacy 
of man cannot always reſiſt the omnipotence of 
mercy. While the judgments of the Lord continue ſo 
long in the earth, he muſt learn righteouſneſs. The 
interchangeable providences by which our heavenly 


Father works on his children, in the chaſtiſements 0 


with which he threatens them, and the deliverances 
he accompliſhes in their favour, cannot always be 
overlooked and contemned. Who can be ignorant, 
who can be inſenſible of what has been, or what is 
paſſing amongſt us ? On what a precipice we ſtood ? 
What conſpiracies and combinations, advancing ſe- 
cretly and ſilently, but ſecurely and rapidly, to their 
execution, have been brought to light? Did we not 
touch the very brink of our deſtruction? Were not ; 
the ſanguinary leaders ready to take their poſts ? 
Were not the inſtruments of ſlaughter prepared? the 
movements combined ? the ſignal expected? As tbe 
bird eſcapes | out of the ſnare of the fowler, the ſnare 
is broken, and we, I truſt, are eſcaped. Their ma- 


chinations are enfolded, their plans diſconcerted, their 


treaſonable and ſanguinary projects counteracted; 


and the miſchief they deviſed recoils on themſelves. 


C 2 | Juſtice 
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Juſtice has ſeized their chiefs, and the ſword of the 
law is ready to ſtart from its ſcabbard, to avenge the 
cauſe of religion and humanity *. Shall not the dan. 
ger at length produce ſeriouſneſs, and the deliver. 
ance gratitude ? Is it in levity, in thoughtleſsneſs, 
in diſhpation, to be infenſible to theſe repeated warn. 
ings from heaven ?—is it in any thing ſhort of that 
open infidelity, that ſpirit of confirmed and hardened 
irreligion, which ought, excluſively, to belong to the 
traiterous diſturbers of our peace, and to thoſe mon. 
ſters of perfidy and cruelty with whom they were 
prepared to aſſociate, for the plunder and devaſtation 
of their native land—is it in any thing ſhort of theſe 
to continue inattentive to the divine procedure? to 
continue to infult the ſovereign Arbiter of our del. 
tiny, who is as ſtrong to puniſh, as he is mild and 
merciful to ſave, to tranſgreſs his laws, contemn his 
ordinances, and negle& his worſhip and his day ? 


No ; come out of them, (for thus would I addreſs 
thoſe of this claſs, who ſtand in need of ſuch exhor- 


Never may that ſignal Providence be forgotten, that led 
to the detection and impriſonment of theſe men! Melancholy 
as have been the ſcenes which we have witneſſed ſince this diſ- 
courſe was delivered, it is eaſy to conceive how their horrors 
muſt have been heightened, had theſe heads of the impious 
conſpiracy been fitting in the capital, with all their counſel: 
matured, their movements combined, and all the energies 
brought to act together, which they had Go fatally provided | 


9 the burſting of their * 
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tation, ifthey would but hear niy voice) come out of them, 
all ye to whom we anxiouſly look for that example that 
. will moſt effectually atone for the miſchiefs, on which 
it is our indiſpenſible duty to expoſtulate with you. 
II ye ſtill profeſs the name of Chriſt; if ye are 
not prepared to renounce the faith of your Kt | 

if ye are not prepared to renounce the conſolations 
of the religion into which ye have been baptiſed, 
for the gloomy and deſperate reſources of infidelity 
and Atheiſm ; if you have not reſolved wantonly 
to encourage, or blindly and thoughtleſsly to wait 
the chance of all thoſe horrors with which you are 
menaced, both by your foreign and domeſtic ene- 
mies, come out of them, that ye be not conſidered by 
the righteous Judge 0 the earth to be partakers of 
their fins, and that ye receive not of their plagues, for 
their fins have reached unto heaven, for God will re- 
member their iniquities. Leave to them the callous 
heart, the deſperate daring obſtinacy that harden 
themſelves againſt the terrors of the divine diſplea- 
ſure. Be not you aſhamed to acknowledge, if not by 
your declarations, at leaſt by your practice, the er- 
ror of your paſt ways. If you have led away God's 
people by your example and influence, from ſancti- 
tying his ſabbaths, from obſerving his ordmances, 
teach them alſo to return to him, in theſe days of tribu- 
lation, when all theſe things, the neceflary conſequence 
of your common guilt, are coming upon them. See if 


your influence will not be as effeQtual to reclaim as 
to 
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to corrupt, to promote the practice of religion and 
virtue, as of religion and vice.— Make the happy 
experiment, join in the religious league that has been 
formed amongſt you, and range yourſelves among thoſe 
nobles and rulers, and fathers of the people, who yet 
rremble at the commandments of God. You have the 
example of thoſe of your own claſs, in your ſiſter 
country, to encourage and determine you in this fa- 
lutary 1 reſolution. We have the graveſt and moſt 
reſpectable authority, received within theſe few days, 
to ſay, that numbers of the higheſt rank and conſe- 
quence, are there daily entering into a ſimilar union, 
Awakened by their ſituation, and by a feeling of the 
judgment of the Lord now abroad upon the earth, they 
have not been deterred by the abuſe or the ridicule, 
the ſcoffs or the miſrepreſentations of the abettors of 
impiety and anarchy, from giving to the world this 
and other proofs of their ſenſe of religion and piety, 
and of what hey owe to their God. 


An imitation of foreign manners, and a long en- 
joyment of worldly pleaſures, producing thoughtleſs 
neſs and levity, and diſſipation, had ſeduced many 
from their religious duties, and their veneration for 
the ſervice and ordinances of God: the miniſters of 
the goſpel remonſtrate and exhort, and they are the 

firſt and the moſt earneſt to croud to the churches, 
and j join with the faithful in deprecating the judg- 
ments which their ſins might have provoked. The 


profligate votaries of pleaſure had encouraged the 
| mana - 
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managers of the public entertainments to inſult the 
national manners, and to offend the chaſte eye of a 
graye and ſober people. The miniſter of religion 
remonſtrates, and the abuſe is removed. The great 
and the opulent, through their different gradations 
of rank and wealth, had, in many inſtances, abuſed 
the bleſſings of Providence; 3 they had laviſhed their 
fortune in pomp, in oftentation, in entertainments 
diſproportioned to their reduced incomes, or unbe- 
coming the public diſtreſs. The voice of religion 
and of their country call upon them, and they obey. 
They riſe to the dignity of yielding to their ſituation. 
They contract, they retrench, they ſimplify their 
tables and their eſtabliſhments ; they ceconomiſe.— 
The example deſcends to eyery ſtation and degree; 
and the ſavings of the humbleſt families are poured 
into the treaſury of the ſtate, for the defence of their 
laws and their religion. IIluſtrious people ! muſt we 
ever be content to applaud, but never imitate them ? 
Muſt our feelings ever appear to be rather thoſe of a | 
conſciouſneſs of impotence to follow them in their 
career of virtue and glory, than of a noble ambi- 
tion to emulate what we admire; to aſpire to a 
union with them in character, as we formed a union 
with their intereſts, and to ſhare with them in che 
zpplauſe of men, and the favor of heaven? 


The laſt leading branch of your inſtitution, which 
remains to be conſidered, is the reform of the cri- 


minal Poor, and the education of their unhappy off. 
| ſpring, 
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ſpring. But I will not anticipate this important ſub. 
ject. You will appoint it its own day; and you 
have committed it to the talents of one of your 
members, who will do it ample juſtice. 1 ſhall only 
obſerve, that the funds of the Aﬀociation have hi- 


| therto proved altogether ineffectual, to carry on that 


favourite object of their zeal and attention, on the 
ſcale which they originally propoſed. I therefore 


truſt, that the firſt proofs we ſhall perceive, of our 
having been all thoroughly awakened to a feeling of 
our ſituation, and a. ſenſe of what God and men re- 
quire of us under our preſent trials, will be a ful 


attendance on the day appointed for this charity, 2 | 


| charity as beneficial to the peculiar ſociety to which 


we hold, as it is eren to RY» and dear to 
religion. ; 


There are ſeveral leſs marked objects that form 
part of your original deſign, but I have already trel- 
paſſed much too long on the patience of my hearers, 
in detailing the great leading branches of it; and 
theſe leſſer objects are all, in ſome degree, included 
in them. I fhall, therefore, only beg your further 
attention to ſome of the many general conſiderations 


that croud on my thoughts, as I haſten to conclude. 


One great advantage which you have derived from 


the diſcoveries of time, ſince you firſt aſſociated, I 
| have already noticed. The conſpiracy againſt ( Chriſ- ö 
you's” and againſt the ſyſtem of government, ema - 


nating 
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nating from its ſpirit, and reſting on its principles, 
has been detected, and expoſed to the world. | 


You ſtood: in no . of thoſe late a - 
you traced this conſpiracy to its firſt riſe ; you fol- 
lowed it in its progreſs, and on its firſt approach to 
your ſhores, you formed a league to defeat it. But 
how few believed your report? What inconſiderable 
aid did you at firſt propoſe to yourſelf? and how dif- 
proportioned to the multitudes that are deeply inte- 
reſted in your ſucceſs, are even your preſent num- 
bers? Every day's diſcovery leſſens this difficulty. 
The danger is .not only ſeen under all its deadly 
forms, and in all its exterminating extent, but the 
principal points of attack, the very weapons of our 
adverſary, are known to us all. 


Theſe are ſignal advantages in the warfare in which 

we are engaged. They from whom, under heayen, 
we expect our moſt effectual aid and ſupport, are not 
only awakened into a ſenſe of their ſituation, but have 
their very plan of defence traced out to them. They 
ſee the prudence and the neceſſity of rallying round 
the ſtandard which you have raiſed for them. They 
find that it is not only in averting the phyſical danger, 
that the bonded and aſſociated energies of the ſtate 
are neceſſary, but that they are equally neceſſary. to 
avert the moral danger, from which the phyſical 
danger borrows its chief terrors, and its moſt formi- 
dable ſhapes. It is now known and acknowledged, 
that 
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that to cruſh the ſyſtem that has convulſed the world, 
it is not ſufficient/ to employ againſt it the arm of 


force. We may be victorious in the field, but the 
victory will end with the triumph. Its fruits wil 


not be nearer our graſp. Our enemies? magazine of 


arms, their funds, and their reſources, the great 


ſinews of their power, and their nurſery of ſoldiers, 


ſtill remain. The war they wage is in its commence. 
ment, its progreſs, and its ſucceſs, a war of opi- 
nions, a war of principles. Our grand plan of ope- 
ration muſt be to put down thoſe opinions, to exter. 


minate thoſe principles. We muſt attack them in 


their ſchools of vice and infidelity : we muſt cut of 
thoſe communications, by which they debauch the 
minds of our people from their duty and their alle- 
glance ; we muſt reſcue the public mind from their 
deceptions, and their fallacies, and their fophiſtry, 


and their perverted refinements, that, with the dar- 


ing pretenſions of meliorating, ms and brutify, 
and enſavage human nature.” In a word, if ve 


wiſh to accompliſh their final conqueſt, and their 
total deſtruction, we muſt bring back the great body 


of our people, to the principles and ſentiments of 
Chriſtianity, and to the re- adoption and practice of 


Chriſtian morality, from which it has been ſo exten- 


ſively ſeduced. This ſhould be the buſineſs of the 
politician, as well as the eccleſiaſtic; of the miniſters 
of the ſtate, as of the miniſters of the church. Thus, 


the original object of your union, and at all times 


intimately connected with order and good govern- 
ment, 
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ment, is now become a queſtion of the cabinet. It 
eſſentially mixes itſelf with all the leading meaſures, 
it 18 intimately connected with all the neceſſary re- 
ſources of adminiſtration ; and, thus, an Aſſociation, 
that originated in the humble and weak hands of a 
few private individuals, now imperiouſly demands 
| the care, and the attention, and the co-operation of 
thoſe who wield the powers, and direct the energies 


of the nation. 


Nor are theſe your only incitements to perſeyere z 
nor theſe your only encouragements. You derive 
| from the very nature of your inſtitution, ſources of 
unfailing ſupport. It offers you the moſt poſitive 
earneſts of final ſucceſs, were all but inſpired by your 
example. In the courſe of little more than fifty 
years, we have ſeen the conſpiracy which I have de- 
tailed to you, originally conſiſting of four men“, ſub- 
vert, throughout a great portion of the Chriſtian 
commonweal, religion, morals, ſocial order, what- 
ever was moſt deeply rooted in principles, or cheriſh- 
ed by prejudices, —every thing in which, from nature, 
reaſon, and experience, man had ſought for his chief 
happineſs, and comfort, and enjoyment in this paſ- 
ſage, to his abode of higher hopes. What then may 
we not expect from an Aſſociation, formed for the 
beſt purpoſes of our nature? formed of the virtuous, 
the pious, and the devout ? having in its favor the 
prayers of all good-men, and the hope of the 8 


* Voltaire, the King of Pruſſia, D'Alembert and Diderot. 
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tion of heaven? What may we not expect from ſuc 

an Aſſociation, towards the ſupport and maintenance 

of thoſe bleſſings which flow to ſociety, wherever 

the goſpel continues to exercyſe the influence of jt 
faith and morals ; or towards their recovery, where 

that faith has been ſhaken, or thoſe morals corrupted 
or debaſed ? Only let thoſe on whom we call { 
countenance and aſſiſtance, on whom we principall 

call for EXAMPLE, perceive and be convinced that 

we are ourſelves in earneſt ; that we only require of 

them what we ourſelves perform; that the knoy. 
ledge which we are anxions to communicate to 
others, we are ſtudious to acquire ourſelyes ; and 
that we exhibit in our own lives the practice we re. 
commend. Only further, let them have proofs 


that thoſe of your members who have actively de. 


voted themſelves to the great objects of the inſtitu- 
tion, perſevere in their efforts, and merit their ſup- 
port. One thing I can aſſure them from this place— 


theſe active members are numerous, zealous, indefa- 
tigable, fitted for the work. 


It is a common prejudice, that religion is the ex. 
cluſive buſineſs of the clergy. The diſtinguiſhed cha- 
racters from among the laity, who have entered into 
this Aſſociation, are not of that opinion. They agree 
with the Newtons and the Lockes, the Boyles and 


the Hales, the Weſts and the Lyttletons, the Nel- 


ſons and the Wilberforces. They are happy to ſee 
| | . an 


. 
an order of mien, peculiarly Tet apart for the preſer- 
vation and extenſion of their religion. They rejoice 
to ſee them ſet forth its true and lively word,“ ad- 
miniſter its ſacraments, inforce its injunctions, apply 
its conſolations. This they conſider, not only as the 
requiſite of their ſpiritual character, but as the chief 
ſervice and fealty which this body of men owe to the 
ſtate, for the ſplendid eſtabliſhment it has ſecured to 
them. But religion itſelf, theſe diſtinguiſhed cha- 
raters claim as equally their own; they claim it as 
the great inſtrument of tranquillity, order and proſ- 
| perity to the ſociety in which are centered all their 
domeſtic bleſſings; they claim it as their chief con- 
ſolation, when infirmity, diſeaſe, or ſickneſs, the 
| thouſand ills to which mortality is heir,” affail them; 
they claim it as their chief ſupport under reverſes 
| and calamities, in an age of ſtrange and extraordina- 
ry revolutions, and the pledge and ſecurity to which 
they look forward, with trembling but ſtrong hope, 
to their happineſs in a life that is never to end. 


| Seeing religion in this light, theſe great and wor- 
thy men are of opinion, that they ought not to yield 
to any deſcriptions of perſons, in promoting and ſe- 
curing what is ſo peculiarly intereſting to them, 
both as creatures of time, and as probationers for eter- 
nity. To this they are of opinion that they prin- 
cipally owe the talents and the means with which God 
has ſupplied them; and to this zeal the Afociation 
'2 indebted, not only for encouragement and ſupport, 
but 
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but for ſome of its moſt eloquent and uſeful publi 
cations. 


From the French academies and ſeminaries of 
learning, have iſſued forth the moſt numerous and 
formidable enemies, that religion and the order of 
things eſtabliſhed on its principles have had to con. 
tend with, To proſelyte them to the cauſe was, 2 
we have ſeen, an early object of impious zeal to 


the moſt infuriate of the apoſtles of infidelity ; and 


they ſoon became their moſt ſucceſsful aſſociates in 
enlightening youth—the great promiſe and inſtrument 
of their ſucceſs. Thanks be to God, we can boalt 
of better things. From our great ſeminary of edu: 
cation, this inſtitution derives the moſt ſtrenuous and 
effective ſupport. From its learned retreats have i. 


ſued ſome of the moſt ſkilful and ardent of the aſſo- 


ciated combatants, who defend the cauſe of religion 
and virtue: In every branch, in every department 
they divide their time and their talents, between 
their laborious academical occupations and the great 
objects of the union; and from the annals of the 
Aſſociation ſhall never be effaced thoſe ſplendid com- 
poſitions, by which my predeceſſors in this place, all 
members of that body, ſo powerfully and effectuall) 


acquitted themſelves of the duty which I have at. 
tempted this day. | 


ER > bale I cannot but contemplate as the firſt fruits 


of that ener revolution in our univ ty ; that new 


TA 


n 
era in her annals that reſtored her higheſt academi- 


cal diſtinctions to religion, and reviving the ſpirit of 


her antient inſtitutes, placed a miniſter of the goſpel, 
long tried, and highly valued by all her wt in the 


chair of her A 


Bleſſings from God, and honor from the king, on 
thoſe who thus had the wiſdom to diſcern what 
would moſt ſecure her uſefulneſs to the ſtate, and 
the firmneſs and the patriotiſm to adopt and eftabliſh | 
it; who reſcued her adminiſtration from the graſp 
of political intrigue, and the purſuit of political ta- 
lents, and committed it into thoſe hands with which 
the pious founders of the inſtitution ordained that it 
ſhould reſt, as if they had foreſeen the doctrine of 
of our days, to ſeparate education from religion, 
and to withdraw the youth from the hands of the mi- 
nifters of the goſpel. 


Equal bleſſings and equal honors be their reward, 
who in the diſcharge of the facred truſt of providing 
for the ſucceſſion of the chief ſhepherds of the fold 
of Chriſt, and the government of the church, have 
claſſed the members of that venerable body among 
the objeQs of their choice. It was an example wor- 
thy of their character, and of the whole tenor of 
their conduct; and, I truſt, it will be binding upon 
their ſucceſſors. For what can more powerfully con- 


tribute to encourage amongſt us the cultivation of 
all that 1 18 9 with the e diſcharge of the 


duties 


duties belonging to the ſacred miniſtry ? It ſhews 
that a ſhare in the higheſt honors of the church, ; is 


henceforward reſerved to. a. proficiency in thoſe 


ſciences, that give ornament and utility to our profeſ. 
fon, and that a character of learning, and of exemplary 
morals, and habits of order and diſcipline, will 
henceforth outweigh the aſpiring pretenſions of yn. 
qualified ambition, and the. forward importunitie 
of powerful intereſts, working only for worldly 
VIEWS. 


Having fixed your attention ſo long on this ſubject 

of the college, 1 ſhould hold myſelf inexcuſable were 
I to paſs unnoticed that exertion of zeal that was ſo 
ſucceſefully oppoſed to the firſt daring attempt made 
within its walls, to imitate the arch-corrupters of 
France, in what is moſt execrable and truly ſatanic 
in their ſyſtem. The attempt to enlighten the youth 
of this iſland ; the attempt to infuſe the mixed poiſon 
of Atheiſm and democracy, charged with all their 


horrors, into the youthful and yet untainted blood 


of the riſing generation. Signal are the obligations, 
and great the gratitude which the ſtate owes to the 
* principal actor in this mixed ſcene of grief and con- 
ſolation, as he has himſelf deſcribed it, nor will re- 
ligion, for this his act, refuſe him from this place 
her tribute of praiſe. May the work he has per- 
formed be permanent! be eternal! May no infamous 


*The Lord Chancellor. 
| | ſeducer 
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ſeducer evermore croſs that hallowed threſhold, to 
pollute the virgin hope of the ſtate! May no infec- 
tious hand evermore attempt to taint that fountain, 
from which ſhould flow, as from a perenial ſtream 
of living waters, every art, and every ſcience, and 
every acquirement that can improve, * or dig- 
nify a Chriſtian a Es 


How 1 theſe exertions to preſerve our prin- 
cipal ſeat of learning from the infectious ſpirit of the 
day, are connected with the objects of your inſtitution, 
or how much they are intitled to your gratitude and 
applauſe who engage in ſuch occupations, I need not 
obſerve to you. They are occupations worthy high 
ſtations, worthy high characters, worthy diſtinguiſn- 
ed talents. Here every man ſhould co-operate who 
has the heart of a father, the ſpirit of a Chriſtian, 
or the principles of a patriot. Only let us be con- 
ſiſtent. While ſuch exertions are making to preſerve 
the purity of the young generation within their aca- 
demic - bounds, let us beware how we make equal 
exertions, as it were, to corrupt and vitiate them 
at every excurſion they take into ſociety. Shall 
they receive no leſſons but thoſe of virtue and reli- 
gion, and ſee no examples but thoſe of irreligion 
and vice? Shall it be inceſſantly inculcated to them, 
that religion is the only ſolid baſis on which the hap- 
pineſs and proſperity of the ſociety of which they 
are to be members can be built, and yet, whenever 


they look into that ſociety, ſhall they have to anſwer, 
D* that 
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that they can ſcarce find a trace of religion to at. 
tract their ardent eyes, or awaken their vivid hopes? 
Shall it be inceſſantly inculcated to them, that to 
the decay of Chriſtianity, to the neglect of its ob- 
ſervances, and a departure from the pure morals it 
preſcribes, is to be attributed that ſpirit of anarchy 
and licentiouſneſs that darkens all the proſpeQts of 
their riſing day, that convulſes the world, on which 
they are juſt entering, and that produces all thoſe 
horrors, at which their young and unpractiſed minds 
inſtinctively recoil; and yet, ſhall the ſaddeſt proofs 
of that decay obtrude themſelves upon their obſer. 
vation in every circle into which they are initiated, 
whether ſocial or domeſtic? Shall they ſearch in 
vain to diſcover any practical conviction of the ne- 
ceflity of thoſe obſervances, or of the obligation of 
thoſe morals, among thoſe to whom they naturally 


look for rules of life and models of conduct? Be. | 


tween ſuch manifeſt contradictions, how are they 
to ſteer? How are they to reconcile the theory of 
their inſtructors with the practice of a parent, of a 


near and dear relative, of a guardian, a protector, 


or a friend ? 


* 


It is time to put an end to this idle, this dange- 
rous, this deſtructive trifling! the objects of it are 
too ſacred, too dear to our hearts, too precious to 
our country! The order of things that has lulled us 
into the fatal indifference to religion, and to every 


thing connected with religion, which has ſo long 
1 recon- 


30-4 
reconciled us to theſe and ſimilar contradictions, ſo 
as to make them habitual and ſcarce perceptible to 
us—that order of things is paſt. This indifference 
has itſelf moſt fatally contributed to reduce us to a 
ſtate in which all this muſt be changed, or we periſh. 
Neither to our children nor to the people, muſt we, 
henceforward, ſet ſuch examples as ſhall lead them 
to ſuppoſe that religion is but a device to keep the 
one in tutelage, and the other in ſubjection. No- 
thing can be more unjuſt, or treacherous, or cruel 
to both: and it is an injuſtice, a treachery, and a 
cruelty, that will at the laſt recoil upon ourſelves. 
No; all muſt ſee that we are in earneſt in this eſſen- 
tial point, as in every thing elſe that can promiſe 
to reſcue us from the dangers with which we are ſur- 
rounded, All muſt ſee that we are rouſed into a 
ſenſe of our ſituation ; that however ſecurely and 
careleſsly we may have failed down the tide, while 
all was calm and ſerene around us, we are now braced 
up and prepared for the ſtorm that rages.—We have 
| too active, too reſtleſs, too ardent an enemy, any 
longer to repoſe in lazineſs, and inertion, and puſil- 
lanimity, the fatal effects of a long and unmenaged 
poſſeſſion of our bleſſings. The ſacred truſt we have 
to defend, for ourſelves and for our poſterity, muſt 
be guarded, as it is oppoſed, with warmth, with paſ- 
ſion, with enthuſiaſm. The heart muſt burn in its 
cauſe, or we muſt be content, tamely and cowardly, 
to ſurrender it into the hands of a cruel and implac- 


able enemy. A 
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Theſe, my reſpected brethren of the Aſſociation, 
theſe are the ſentiments and theſe the feelings with 
which the active members of your ſociety purſue 
the great objects of your inſtitution. _ Thus warm, 
thus ardent, thus impaſſioned are all their exertions 
in the ſacred cauſe which you are leagued to defend, 
They well know, that no evil of the magnitude of 


that againſt which you ſtruggle, was ever yet avert- 


ed, no bleſſing of the extent for which you contend, 
ever yet ſecured, but by ardent ſpirits, and glowing 
hearts, and nervous arms, bringing into action every 
moral and phyſical engine, and combining in an unity 
of efforts worthy of the prize for which they engage. 


O! that God in his returning mercy would diffuſe 
a ſimilar ſpirit over the whole face of the land! 
That their fervor, their zeal, their enterprize, might 
be communicated to every rank, and condition, and 
order of the ſtate ! That all who are moſt deeply in. 
tereſted in the ſucceſs of your hallowed league, and 
from whoſe countenance and co-operation you havea 
right to expect the moſt vigorous and effective ſup- 
port, might learn, from this day, to ſee with you 
the things that really make for their peace, and ſeeing, 
ſeel and enſue them, Great is their reſponſibility. 
They are /et up for the rum or the * of many. 
het them ſee to it. 


For you, my reſpected brethren, I ſhall conclude 
with the prayer with which Nehemiah cloſes the ac- 
count 


1 


count of all his « exertions in the ſame cauſe in which 
you are engaged; the cauſe of reſcuing his native 
land from vice and irreligion, and in reſcuing it 
from vice and irreligion, ſecuring its peace and its 
ſafet Remember them, O my God! for this, and 
wipe not out the good deeds they have done for the houſe 
of their God, and for the obſervations * ; but re- 
member them * * 


1 


b P E N D IX. 


Sc the eventful period of the two laſt years, 
the public mind has been ſo agitated and engroſſed 
by circumſtances of momentous national importance, 
that little room, or indeed inclination, has been left 
for the exerciſe of the powers of unprejudiced rea. 
ſon and deliberate diſcuſſion - powers indiſpenſably 
requiſite to arrange, mature, and give effect to thole 
objefts in which, from the nature of their inſtitu- 
tion, the Aſſociation are peculiarly intereſted. The 
ſtill ſmall voice of reaſon can ſcarcely be heard among 
the jarring intereſts of contending parties, but 1s 
hat” loſt amid the din of arms, and the conyul- 
ſions of war. Such has been, and indeed in ſome 
degree, is ſtill the ſituation of the Aſſociation: yet 
amidſt this tumult of diſtreſs and agitation, they have 
not been unmindful of this great and fundamental 
truth, the baſis of their inſtitution, That righteouſ- 
neſs exalteth a nation, but that fin is a reproach to any 
People. 

In the humble hope therefore, of impreſſing this 
awful truth on the public mind, they have ſtill en- 
deavoured to bring forward thoſe ſubjects in imme- 
diate connection with it, and to which they had origi- 
nally devoted their attention . the * 
pal of theſe was 


THE DISSEMINA TION OF THE HOLY 
_ SCRIPTURES. 


The 
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The peculiar circumſtances of the times muſt 
here, as in general, be their plea, for not having 
purſued this object with the ſame ardour with which 
it was undertaken. Something however has yet 
been done. The ſum of y pounds has been grant- 
ed by the Aſſociation, for the purpoſe of reducing 
the price of New Teſtaments, ſo as to bring the know- 
ledge of the Goſpel within the purchaſe of the low- 
eſt claſs of ſociety; thus endeavouring to bring into 
effect the benevolent intention of the original inſti- 
tution, That there ſhould not be a cottage in the 
whole kingdom, in which there is a ſingle perſon 
who can read, deſtitute of the holy ſeriptures. A 
ſcheme of more doubtful event, but ſuggeſted by the 
fame Chriſtian ſpirit, has been offered to their con- 
ſideration, —that of printing a number of te/taments 
in the Iriſh language, for the uſe of the poor natives. 
This was preſented to them in a ſeaſon better adapt- 
ed for ſuch attempts than the preſent; and as an 

4 encouragement to the learned author of the plan, 
| the Aſſociation granted him ten guineas, to enable 
him to carry it into execution. This buſineſs how- 
ever, like others of a ſimilar nature, muſt be ſuſ- 
pended during the preſent juncture. It is only men- 
tioned, as a ae. if ſuch were wanting, that when- 
ever circumſtances permitted, the Aſſociation has 
embraced - every opportunity, however difficult in 
execution, or dubious in the event, 10 diſſeminate the 
knowledge of the holy ſcriptures. | 


With this object is intimately connected the attain- 
ment a more DUE OBSERVANCE OF THE SAB. 
BATH. To this great end the Aſſociation have direct- 
ed their molt ſtrenuous exertions ; and they truſt they 
have not been unattended with beneficial eſſects. In 
this immediate cau/? of God, and of Religion, they have 

endeavoured, by perſonal or written application, to 

engage the intereſt of every rank and claſs of ſo- 
„ | ciety 
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ciety—to obtain, by the exertion of the executive 
power, a due enforcement of the laws on this ſub. 
ject to engage the ſanction of the higheſt eccleſiaſ. 
tical authority, in favour of a plan for this purpoſe, 
ſubmitted to the conſideration of the clergy, of Ire- 


land; and convinced of the powerful influence of 


the example of the higher claſſes on ſociety in ge. 


neral, they have endeavoured to awaken in their 


breaſts the be and ſtrongeſt energies of the human 
mind ; -and by every motive of duty, religion, nay 
even of policy, to excite ſentiments of veneration 
for the ſanctity of the ſabbath, and a due obſervance 
of its ſacred duties. But the views of the Aſſocia- 
tion on this head, and the variety and extent of their 
exertions to carry them into effect, have been deli. 
neated with ſuch perſpicuity, and traced by ſo mal. 
terly a hand, in the ſermon to which this is annexed, 
that to add information to the ſubject would be an 
hopeleſs, and to repeat what has already been ſaid, 
an unneceſſary taſk. | | 

The next immediate obje& of the attention of the 
Aſſociation, was | \ 


THE RELIGIQUS EDUCATION OF YOUTH. 
To remedy any defects in the preſent ſyſtem, and to 


impreſs with more energy on the docile mind of 
youth, the great and fundamental truths of religion 


is of ſo much importance to the well-being and hap- 


pineſs of ſociety,” as to engage the moſt ſerious con- 
cern of the Aſſociation; and they therefore deputed a 
ſele& committee of their body, to confer with the ſociety 


of literary teachers on this ſubject. Theſe gentle- 
men received their deputation, and ſeconded their 


views with the warmeſt intereſt and cordiality; and 
having communicated with ſeveral teachers of emi- 
nence, both of the metropolis and the country, it 
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is now become an object of rational and well- found- 
ed hope, that by the union of their talents and en- 
deavours, a ſyſtem will be formed, which will com- 
bine the advantages of a learned with thoſe of a re- 
ligious education, and render the pupil at once a Scho- 
lar and a Chriſtian. I | 
Catechetical lectures form ſo neceſſary and impor. 
tant a part of religious education, that they have 
ever particularly engaged the attention of the Af. 
ſociation; and even during this period of anxiety 
and apprehenſion, have been purſued with the ſame 
zeal, and not leſs ſucceſs than formerly —in fo 
much, that in one pariſh alone in this metropolis, 
no leſs than 150 children have attended theſe lec- 
tures. Anxious to extend the benefit of this plan, 
they have communicated it to their clerical members 
in the country, and earneſtly preſſed it on their at- 
tention ; and ſuch has been the happy effect of this 
meaſure, that ſeveral applications have been made 
and granted, for the bibles and medals appropriated 
by the Aſſociation, to the beſt anſwerers at ſuch 
lectures. 
Under this head of religious education, it may 
alſo be proper to mention, that the Aſſociation have 
turned their thoughts to a plan for the eftabliſhment 
of a Seminary for pariſh clerks, and ſchoolmaſters 
for country charity ſchoals. The general ignorance 
and incapacity of both theſe claſſes has been univer- 
fally acknowledged and lamented, and the groſs 
miſconduct of many of the latter has been fttended 
with the moſt pernicious conſequences to ſociety. 
But as the magnitude and importance 'of this ſub- 
jet will probably engage the attention of the legif- 
ature, it is ſufficient for the Aſſociation to have 
mentioned it, * Th 
The Reform of the Criminal Poor, being either 
youthful convicts themſelves, or the children of cri- 
| | | | minal 
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minal parents, is an inſtitution which emanated from 
the Aſſociation, has been foſtered by them with pe. 
cultar care, and received from them occaſional 
grants for its ſupport. A detail of its peculiar ob. 
jects, its regulations and ſucceſs, would therefore 
naturally form a diſtinguiſhed part of this ſtatement; 
but that the ſubject has been already anticipated and 
committed to the public, in an addreſs from the 
committee, a report of its funds, and in a charity 
ſermon preached for its ſupport, in which the nature 
and extent of the inſtitution have been ſo clearly 
defined, its circumſtances ſo accurately explained, 
and the eee in its favour urged with ſuch 
ſtrength of reaſon and perſuaſive eloquence, as to 
ſuperſede the neceſſity of any further detail. 

The connection between religious education and 
moral conduct is ſo intimate, that in directing their 
views to the one, the Aſſociation could not overlook 
the other; and aware of the influence that the hope 
of reward naturally poſſeſſes over the human mind, 
particularly in the lower elaſſes of ſociety, they 
availed themſelves of this means to ſtimulate them 
to a perſeverance in good conduct, by forming a 
Plan for the encouragement of ſervants. For this pur- 
poſe ſubſcriptions were undertaken to create a fund, 
the produce of which ſhould be appropriated in an- 
nual penſions, to thoſe ſervants who had faithfully 
fulfilled the duties of their ſeveral ſtations, in pro- 
portion to the number of years they had ſerved, 
and the original ſum ſubſcribed. This plan has been 
already communicated to the public, through the 
medium of the papers, and has received the appro- 
bation, and been encouraged by the ſubſcriptions, of 
ſeveral of the moſt exalted and reſpectable charac- 
ters in the kingdom; under whoſe protection little 
doubt can be entertained that, in the event of peace, 
it will be carried into full effect. | | 


LOTTERY 
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LOTTERV INSURANCE is an evil of ſuch mag- 
tude, attended with ſuch pernicious conſequences, and 
at the ſame time ſo calculated to ſeduce the minds and 
to inflame the paſſions of the lower orders of ſociety, 
that the Aſſociation conſidered themſelves called 
upon to exert their beſt endeavours to check its bane- 
ful and alarming progreſs ; but as the ſucceſs of 
ſuch endeavours muſt principally depend on.accom- 
modating them to the capacities and feelings of the 
parties intereſted, ſhort, but affecting tales and eſ- 
ſays, ſetting forth the ruinous conſequences: of ſuch 
practices, in a ſtile adapted to readers of this claſs, 
and advertiſements, expoſing. the fallacy of ſuch cal- 
culations, and the almoſt certain loſs to the credu- 
lous adventurers, were occaſionally publiſhed : and 
diſtributed. The ſucceſs of ſuch attempts cannot 
be aſcertained; but if by theſe means a ſingle fa- 
mily, or even one individual has been reſcued from 
ruin, ſurely our labour has not been in vain, ner have 
we loſt our reward. Þ „7E 
To purſue the probable ſucceſs of theſe efforts, 
and to impreſs on the minds of perſons -of this de- 
ſeription the happy effects of a contrary conduct, 
and its natural tendency to promote the happineſs of 
themſelves, their families, and ſociety, the Aſſocia- 
tion publiſhed a variety of ſmall tracts, to the amount 
of zoo, ooo, which may be claſſed under the head 


of 


MORAL AND RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION. 


And when the great enemies of religion and of man- 
kind, endeavoured to ſap the vitals of Chriſtianity, 
by publications of the moſt dangerous and irre- 
ligious tendency, the Aſſociation exerted their moſt 
ſtrenuous efforts to counteract their endeavours, 


and to provide and diſſeminate an antidote to the 
poiſon 


( 0 3 
|= by publiſhing extracts from the works of 
Biſhops Horne and Watſon, Mr. Erſkine's argy. 
ment againſt Paine, and other writings of a ſimilar 
nature. 

Such have been the objects, and ſuch the rt, 
of the Aſſociation for their attainment, in a ſeaſon 
of tumult and danger, of anxiety and apprehenſion, 
But now when it has pleaſed the Almighty, who 
alone can ſtill the unruly minds of men, to mitigate 
the horrors of war, and to open to our view the 
proſpect of internal peace and tranquillity, the Af. 
fociation conſider themſelves bound, by every tie 
of gratitude and duty, to redouble their efforts and 
diligence : they therefore call upon every member 
of their inſtitution, to co-operate with them in this 
labour of love; ſuch as are reſidents in town, by 
their perſonal attendance and advice—ſuch as are 
abſent, by literary communications—and all by their 


influence and authority, by precept and example, to 


fulfil the great purpoſes of this inftitution, by di. 
- countenancing Vice, and promoting the Practice of 
Religion and Virtue, | 


1 


Receipts and Payments of the Aſſociation 

| for diſcountenancing Vice, and promot. 

| ing the Practice of Religion and Virtue, 
| from 25th July, 1796, (when the laſt 
Account was publiſhed) to 1ſt June, 1798. 


RECEIPTS. 


| . 
Balance i in favour of the Aſſociation, 2 -m” 6 8 3 
July, 1796 - ; 

Subſcriptions 322 9 "4 

Donation from his Grace the Lord Primate 3205.0 

Tracts and pamphlets ſold - - 1 0 
1.421 14 4 


| ( 63 ) 
PAYMENTS. 


Printing the following tracts, &c. ſaleable} 
at reduced prices, and diſtributed gratis 
1000 Sermon, preached before the Aſſo- 
_ ciation, by the Rev. Wm. * 5th | 
May, 1796 - | 
1000 Graves's Hints on Edueation, 2d wo, 


tion 
400 Watſon's Apology for the Bible, 24 


edition 


750 Biſhop of Offory' O Cena Letter to | | 


his Clergy - 


750 Erſkine's Speech againſt the Publiſher . 


of Paine's Age of Reaſon 

2000 Queries on the * zd edi- 
tion 

I rw Tracts and Hand-bills againf Lot- 

Inſurance = 

4 Addreſs for the Encouragement of 
Servants — a 

zoo Expoſtulation on the Obſervance. of | 
the Sabbath 

300 Reſolutions for the 3 of the 


4 — 
— om. 


— — —— 


| 
Sabbath — — » 1 
Subſcription towards printing part of the 
New Teſtament in Iriſh and Engliſh 


catechetical examinations in 1797 and 

| 1798 5 

Contribution towards the [WERE of the 
Reform of the Criminal Poor - 

Contribution towards the ſupport of a 
Shool for Soldiers' Children 


Advertiſing . . - - - 

Printing and Stationary - 

Aſſiſtant Secretary and Meſſenger 7 

Incidental and petty charges 7 

Balance in favour of the Aſſociation, iſt ? 
June, 1798 = * 


— 


Premiums and other expences incurred . 


5 


88 0 9 
{1436 
10 
50 © 0 
24 19 4; 
23 10 5 
27 1 
992 5 6 
617 7 
C 
2 14 4 


Wu. W — Treaſurer. 
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O77 THE 


MEMBERS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


* 


Thus marked * are Subſcribers to the Fund. 


* His Exccellency Joann Jerrerrts PrRaTT, Earl Cauprx, 
Lord Lieutenant General and General erna of 


Ireland, Preſident. 


A 
* His Grace the Lond Arch- 
biſhop of Armagh 
* Right Hon. Lord Arden 
Captain Chriſtopher Abbott, 
* John Allen, Eſq. 
* Thomas Acton, Eſq. 
* Samuel Adams, Eſq. 
Rev. Dr. Alcock. 
* Rev. George Alcock 
* Lt. Col. William Alexander 
* Rev. Dr. Allott, Dean of 
Raphoe 
* Rev. Henry Annefley ' 
* Hon. and Rev. William 
Anneſley, Dean of Down 
James Arbuckle, Eſq. 
Rev. Frederick Arbuthnot 
Rev. Alex. Arbuthnot 


Rev. Wm. tens 


Rev. Wm. Armſtrong 
Rev. Jonathan Aſh 
* Rev. Iſaac Aſh 
* Rev. Nicholas Aſh 
Re Gilbert Auſten 
B | i 
Rt. Hon. Earl of Belvidere 


* Rev. Walter Bagot 


Ns. Chriſtopher Bagot, Eſq. 


* Rev. Chas. * 
Counſellor Ball 

* Rev. John Ball 

* Rev. John Barker 
Rev. Thomas Barry 

* Rev. Philip Barry 

* Rev. Edward Barton 
* Rev. Leſlie Batterſby 
Rev, Henry Bayly 

* Rev. John Bayly 

* Rev. Edward Beattie 
* Rev. Dr. Beaufort 
* Rev. Dr. Benning 

* M. G. Betteſworth 

* John Berry, Eſq. - 


ſJohn Claud. Beresford, Eſq. 


* Rev. Charles Cobbe Be- 
resford 

* Rev. George Beresford, 

Dean of Kilmore 

* Rev. Edward Berwick, 
Vicar of Leixlip 

* Rev. Dr. Blundell, Dean 
of Kildare | 

* Rev. William Blundell. 

* Richard Bolton, Eſq. 


* Richard Paul Bonham, Eſq. 
Rev. 
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» Rev. Richard Bourne 

Rev. Henry Boyd 

Maj. Gen. Wm. Brady 

* Rev. David Brickell 

* Rev. John Brinkley 

Rev. William Briſtow © 

William Brooke, Eſq. 

Rev. Richard Brooke 

Rev. Wm. Brooke, Vicar of 
Granard. 

Arthur Browne, Eſq. LL. D. 
TT Co07: 

Rev. Thomas Brownrigg 

* Mr. Bryanton 

* Rev. Dr. Burrowes 

Rev. Kildare Burrowes 

Rev. Edmund Burton, Arch- 
deacon of Tuam - 

Charles Kendal Buſhe, Eſq. 

Rev. Richard Butler 

* Rev. Chriſtopher Butſon, 
Dean of N erp | 


* His Grace the Lord Arch- 
biſhop of Caſhel 

, Right Hon. Earl of Char- 
lemont 

* Right Rev. Lord Biſhop 

of Clogher 
* Right Rev. Lord Biſhop of 
Clonfert 

Right Rev. and Hon. Lord 

Biſhop of Corxk 
Turner Camac, Eſq. 

Rev. Robert Cane 

* Alderman Carleton 

* Rev. Peter Carleton, Dean 
of Killaloe 

Alexander Carroll, Eſq. 

? * Captain John Caſh + 
* Richard Cave, Eſq. 

Rev. C. B. Caulfield, Arch- 
feacon of Clogher | 
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Rev. Charles Caulfield 


* Rt. Hon. Sir Henry Caven- 


diſh, Bart. 
* John Chambers, Eſq. 
* George Chinnery, Eſq. 
Rev. Dr. Cleaver. 
James Cleghorn, Eſq. M. D. 
* Rev. Charles Coleman 
* Mathew Coleman, Eſq. 
Richard Collis, Eſq. 
* William Cooke, Eſq. 
Captain William Cope 
* Right Hon. Iſaac Corry 


* Thomas Conolly Cowan, 


Eſq. 
* Rev. Jacob Cramer. 
* Rev. Dr. M. Cramer 
Rev. George Crane 


Rey. Henry Crofton, 


— 


Foundling Hoſpital 
* Rev. Henry Crofton, 
Royal Hoſpital | 
* Morgan Crofton, Eſq. 
Edward Croker, Eſq 
* Rev. John Cromie 
* Hon. Juſtice Crookſhank- 
George Crookſhank, Eſq. 
* Edward Croſbie, Eſq. 
* John Croſthwaite, Eſq. 
Charles Coſtello, Eſq. _ 
* Delacherois Crumlin, Eſq. 
George Cullen, Eſq. _ 
* William Cuthbert, Eig. 


* His Grace the Archbiſhop 
of Dublin 


* Right Rev. Lord - 


Dromore 

John Dawſon, Eſq. _ | 

* Rev. Richard Dawſon 

Hon. Juſtice Day | 

* John Deane, Eſq. 

* Joſeph Deane, Eſ. 

* Rev. Richard Deſpard 
Stephen 


r 


2 
* 
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* Rev. Wm. Digby, 


Clonfert 
* William Diſney, Eſq. 


* Rev. Robert Diſney, 


* Rev. Brabazon Diſney 


Rev. Dr. Dobbin 
* Francis Dobbs, Eſq. 


Captain Jeremiah D'Olier 


* Rev. Samuel Downing 
* Rev. Richard Drury 


Hon. Charles Dundas 
- E 
* Right Rev. Lord Biſhop of 


Elphin 5 
John Eccles, Eſq. 


* Iſaac Ambroſe Eccles, Eſq. 
Rev. John Elgee 


* Rev. Dr. Thomas Elliſon 

Rev. Dr. Thomas Elrington 
F. TCD 

* Gaſper Ercke, Eſq. 

Rev. Joſiah Erſkine 

* Counſellor Eſpinaſſe 

* George Evans, Eſq. 

* Rev. Mr. Evans 

Thomas an pe, Eſq. 


„Earl Fitzwilliam 
* Counteſs Fitzwilliam 


* Right Rev. Lord Biſhop of 


Ferns | 
* Frederick Falkiner, Eſq. 
Rev. Wm. Lynar Fawcett 


Rev. Joſeph Faviere 

Rey. John Fea 

* Mr. John Ferrar : 

Rey. Dr. Robert Poole Finch 
Rev. Quintin Finlay | 

» 2 oſeph Fitzpatrick 


Rev. Stephen Fletcher 
Right Hon. Wm. Forward 
* Mr. George Forſter 


John Hamilton, Eſq. 


Steph Dickſon, Eſq. M. D. - Kev. Nicholas Forſter | 
ean of Right Hon. John Forſter, 


Speaker of the Houſe of 

Commons 9 

* Rev. Robert Fowler, Arch. 
deacon of Dublin 

* 3 Fox, Eſq. 

* David Freeman, Eſq. 

* Rev. David Freeman 

* Counſellor Robert French 


* Richard Frizell, ſen, Efq, 
G 


* Rev. Thomas Gamble 

* Rev. Samuel Gerard 

* pes Gibbons, Eſq. 

* Rev. William Gimingham 
* Rev. Dr. Godfrey 


* obs Godley, Eſq. 


* Joſeph Goff, Eſq. 
* Rev. Thomas Goff. 
Rev. Mr. Gorman 
* Rev. John Grant 
* Rev. Richard Graves, 
nB 
* Rev. Thomas Grace 
* Rev. Thomas Graves, Dean 
c 
* Rev. George Graydon 
* Robert Graydon, Eſq. 
* Rev. Geo. Leſlie Greſſon 
* Richard Griffith, Eſq. 
* Rev. Charles Grove 
Rev. Dr. Grueber 
* Rev. Hoſea Guinneſs 
Rev. 1 Gwynne 


Rev. Dr. Hales 
Rev. Dr. Hall, 8. F. T. 4 D. 
William Hall, Eſq. 


Rev. Alexander Hamilton 
Rev. Dr. James Archibald 


Hamilton 


Edward 
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Edward Harman, Eſq. 
ev. Singleton Harpur 

Ao John Iſaac Harriſon 

Rev. John Harvey 

Rev. James Haſtings, Arch- 
deacon of Glandelagh, 

Rev. Dr. Chriſtopher Harvey 

Rev. John Haughton 

* Rev. Mathew Hemings 

Hugh Henry, Efq. 

- Ps Edward Herbert 

Rev. Arthur Herbert 

* Henry Hewitt, Eſq. 

Hon. and Rev. John Hewitt, 
Dean of Cloyne 

Rev. Ambroſe Hicke 

Robert Higinbotham, Eſq. 

* Edward Hill, Eſq. 

Dr. Edward Hill | 

Rev. Averill Hill | 

Rev. T. D. Hincks 

'* Lewis Hodgſon, Eſq. 

Peter Holmes, Eſq. 

Robert Holmes, Eſq. 

Rev. Philip Homann 

Sir Francis Hopkins, Bart. 

Francis Hopkins, Eſq. M. D. 

+ John Hopkins, Eſq. 

* Rev. George Horan 

* Hugh Howard, Eſq. 

Robert Howard, Eſq. 

* Rev. Dr. Hume, Dean of 
Derry 


Hon. and Rev. 8 


Hely Hutchinſon 
Sir Francis Hutchinſon, Bt. 
Rev. James Hutchinſon, 
Archdeacon of Achonry 
Rev. Francis Hutcheſon 


J 
* Alexander Jaffray, Eſc q- 
Alex. Jaffray, Jun. Eq. 
Alderman William James 
1 R Meredith Jenkin 


Rev. John Jephſon 

Rev. William Jephſon 

* Edmund Johnſton, Eſq. 

* Rev. Thomas Jones 

* Rev. Wm. Dunkin Jones 
Rev. Crinus Irwin f 
John Irwin, Eſq. 


Rev. James Irwin 
K 


* Right Hon. Earl of King- 
ſton 

* Right Hon. Lord Biſhop 
of Kildare 


* Right Rev. Lord Biſhop of 


Killala | 
Right Rev. Lord Biſhop of 
Killaloe 
* Right Rev. and Hon. Lord 

Biſhop of Kilmore . 
Right Hon. Lord Kilmaine 
* Right Hon. Ld. Kilwarden 
_—_ John Kearney, D. D. 

P. T. C. D. 
vo 13 Dr. Michael Kearney 
Rev. John Keating | 


* Rev. John Kellet 


* Rev. John Kennedy 

* Rev. Nicholas Ward Ken- 

nedy 

* Rev. Doctor Kennedy, Vi- 
car of Kilmore 


Rev. John Kenny, Vicar Ge- 


neral of Cork 
Rev. Robert Kenny 
* Thomas King, Eſq. 
* Rev. Thomas Kingſbury 
*Chas. Berkeley Kippax, Eſq. 
* Alex. Kirkpatrick, Eſq. —© 
Rev. Walter Blake Kirwan 


* Alex. Kos. Fla, 


His Grace the Duke of Lein- 
ſter 
Rt. Hon. Lord Longueville 
John 


* John Ladaveze, Eſq. 
Rev. George Lambert 
* Rev. Dr. Lamilliere 


* Rev. Archdeacon Lamil- 


here , 5 
Major William Lane 


* Rev. Ed. Francis Laſcelles 
* Right Hon. David La- 


touche 
John Latouche, Eſq. 
Peter Latouche, Eſq. 


David Latouche, jun. Eſq. 


* Charles Laurent, Eſq. 
* Rev. John Leahy 
* Rev. Edward Ledwich 
* Rev. William Ledwich 
Rev. Giles Lee 

* John Leigh, Eſq. 

* Rev. John Letablere 

* Rev. John Lewis | 
* Rev. Dr. Little 

* Edward Litton, Eſq. 

* Rev. Verney Lovett 

- * Rev. Dr. Wm. Lodge 
Rev. George Lowe 
* Gorges Lowther, Eſq. 
Henry Lyons, Eſq. 

* Rev. Dr. Thomas Lyſter 
Rev. John Lyſter 

0 M 


1 Right Hon. Lord Biſhop of 


Meath 
* Rev. Robert M' Aſkie 
* Rev. Dr. M Dowell 
Rev. Henry M*Clean 
Rev. William M*cLaughlin 
* John Macauley, Eſq. 


* Rev. Wm. Magee, F. T. C. D. 


* Rev. Thomas Mahon 


Alderman Richard Manders 


* Rev. Edward Mangin 
* Mr. Wm. Martley 
* Peter Maturin, Eſq. 


* William Maturin, Eſq. 


Secretary 
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Rev. Hen. Maturin 

Rev. Wm. Mauleverer 

* Rev. Henry Maxwell 

* Rev. James Maxwell, See. 
* Rev. Dr. Wm. Maxwell 
* John Waring Maxwell,Efq. 
* Robert Mayne, Eſq. 

* Rev. Richard Meade 
Hon. Baron Metge 


Rev. George Miller, F. J. 


C. B. 
* Rev. Oliver Miller 
* Rev. John Miller 
Humphry Minchin, Eſq. 
Rev. James Montgomery 
Rev. Alex. Montgomery 


Rev. Robert Montgomery 


Rev. Mr. Moor 

* Captain Moor 

* Rev. Hugh Moore - 

Mrs. Hannah More, Briſ- 

n 

* Rev. Allen Morgan 

* Rev. Hamilton Morgan 

* Rev. James Morgan 

Rev. Charles Mofle 

Rev. He&or Munro 

* Rev. Dr. Murray, Provoſt 
of Trinity College 


Rev. Henry Murray 


* Thomas Needham, Eſq. 
* Rev. Robert Nixon 


* Thomas Newenahm, Eſq. 


Sir Edw. Newenham, Ent. 
* Wm. Worth Newenham, 


Eſq. 

* Wm. T. Newenham, Eſq. 

Robert O'Callaghan Newen- 
ham, Eſq. 

* Edward Worth Newen- 
ham, Eſq. 


* Rev. Andrew Nicholſon 
: Rev, 


Major Nicolls 


6 


* Rev. Brinſley Nixon 
Rev. Robert Nixon 
Brabazon a Eſq. - 


* Right Rev. Lord Biſhop of 
Oſſory 
Lord Viſc. Oxmantown 
* Rev. Dr. O'Connor - 
Wm. Meade Ogle, Eſq. 
Rev. Hugh O'Neil 
Thomas 3 Eſq.- 
Rev. Owen, 
Wales 
1 P 


Rev. Henry Palmer, Arch- 
deacon of Oſſorx 
* Roger Palmer, Eſq. 
Rev. Henry Paſley 
| Rev. Thos. Chriſtmas Paul 
* Rt. Hon. 'Thomas Pelham 
* Rev. Francis Pentland 
J er. Philip Percevai 
* Rob. Perceval, Eſq. M. D. 
John Pollock, Eſq. 
* Joſeph Pollock, Eſq. 

* Hon. and Rev. John Po- 
meroyy f 
Rev. Richard Powell 

Robert Powell, Eſq. 

William Preſton, Eſq. 

Rev. Edward Price 

Rev. Mr. Prince, of lor 
don 

Major General Pringle 


North 


Rev. Thos. Prior, F. T. C. D. : 


R 

1 "FM John Radcliffe 
* Counſellor Redford 
Rev. Hugh Reynolds 
Rev. Edward Richardſon 
* Jonathan Bruce Roberts, 

Eſq. | 
Rev. Peter 888 

* Rev. Thomas Robinſon 


William Rowley, Eſq. . 


- * Guſtavus Rochſort, Eſq 


Rev. George Rogers 
* Sam. Roſborough, Efq- 
Rev. John Roſe Toe.) 
Thomas Rothwell, Eſq. 

John Rothwell, Eg. 

* Clotworthy Rowley, Eſq- 


* Rev. Robert Ruſſell 


Rev. Dudley Chas. Ryder 
8 


Rt. Hon. and Rev. Lord 
Viſc. Strangford 

* George Sandford, Eſq. _ 

Rev. Chriſtopher Savage 

* Art. Saunders, Eſq. M. D. 

* Morley Saunders, Eſq. 

* Rev. James Saurin 

John Schoales, Eſq. 

* George Schoales, Eſq. 

* George Schoales. Eſq- ol 
London 

*Thos. Purdon Scott, Eſq. 

Rev. Dr. George Sealy 


Rev. Archdeacon Seaton 


Rev. George. Shaw, of Lon- 
en 5 
Rev. Wentworth Shield 


Rev. Walter Shirley 


Rev. Dr. Simcocks 

* Hugh Skeys, Eſq: 

* John Skeys, Eſq. 

* Rev. Mathew Sleater 

Mr. William Sleater 

1 Ralph Smith, Eſq.. 

Hon Baron Smith 

William Smith, E: 

* Rev. Dr. Thomas Smith 

* Rev. George Smith 

* Rev. William Spence. . 

* Rev. Dr. Stack 

* William Stamer, Efq. 

Daniel Steuart, Eſq. . ' 

* Rev. Hugh Stewart 
Rev. 


0 
Rev. Henry Stewart 
* John Stewart, Eſq. 
* Hon. Robert Stewart 
Charles Stewart, Eſq. 
* Rev. Dr. Stokes 
* Rev. Gabriel Stokes 
* Whitley Stokes, Eſq. M. D. 
F. T. C. D. 
* Rev. James Stopford 
* Rev. 
Charleville 
* Rev. Joſeph Stopford, F. 
T. C. D 


Rev. William Stopford 
* General Straton 
M. Stritch, Eſq. M. D. 
* Rev. James Stubbs 
* Rev. Samuel SYDge, . 
deacon of Killaloe - 
T 


His Grace the Lord Shs . 


biſhop of 'Tuam 
Hon and Rev. Edward Tay- 
lor | 

* Rev. William 'Tew 

* John Tew, Eſq. 

* Rev. Thomas Thompſon, 
Dean of Killalla. 

Richard Thwaites, Eſq. 

* Rev. Thomas 'Tighe 

John Toler, Eſq. Sol. General 

Dr. "Townſend 

* Rev. Power 'Trench 

Frederick 'Trench, Eſq. 

* 'Thos. Stocker Triphook, 
Eſq. | 

, Rev. Dr. Robert Truel 

* Rev. Peter Turpin 

V 


* William Vavaſour, Eſa: 

* Rev. James Verſchoyle, 
Dean of St. Patrick 

Rev. Robert Vicars 


[Joſeph Stopford, 


70 ) 


Rev. Richard Vincent 
* Rev. Hemſworth Uſher 
2 Foe John Uſher, F. J. 


Rev. Henry Cornelius Uſher, 


F. T. &. 
W 
* Rev. John Waddy 
Robert Watſon Wade, Eſq. 
* Rev. William Wakeley 
* Rev. Chamberlain Walker 
1 23 John Walker, F. T. 


Wm. Walker, Eſq. Recorder 

* Rev. John Walſh 

* Rev. Raphael Walſh, Dean 
of Dromore 

Rev. C. M. Warburton, Dean 
of Ardagh 

* Bernard Ward, Eſq. 

* Mr. William Watſon 


122 Mr. Wm. Watſon, Jun. 


Treaſurer 

Rev. John Webb 

* Commiſ. Chriſtmas Weekes 

* Mathew Weld, Eſq. . 

* Rev. Arthur Weldon 

Rev. Steuart Weldon 

* Luke White, Eſq. 

* Rev. William White 

* Rev. James Whitelaw 

Geo. Boleyn, Whitney, Eſq. 
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. A SERMON, preached for the benefit of U 
Sunday School at Roſcommon, on Sunday 28th 


February, 1798. = 

2. A Sermon, preached in the pariſh church of 
Longford, on Friday 19th of April, 1793, being the 
day appointed for the General Faſt, 


3- A Sermon, preached in the church of „ 
ford, on 28th February, 1794, being the day my 
pointed for the General Faſt, 
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ry, at his Primary Viſitation, 1795. 3 
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ſory, at his Annual Viſitation, 1796. 3 
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7. A Sermon, preached at St. Mary” 8 Kilkenny, 
on Sunday 8th January, 1797, on the providential 3 
diſperſion of the enemy's fleet, and the deliverance 1 
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